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This whole book arose from just one revelation. The Lord had me write it down so that I could understand it and others might benefit from it. 
I know that through this the Lord wants me to broadcast His goodness to everybody and especially to those who are caught up in a net of condemnation, either from themselves or others. 

So after explaining the revelation, I have continued writing more generally about the wonderful things I have been shown these past few years. I do hope my thoughts bless and help you.


This book is a must if you are born again.

Pardon me, the bible is a ‘must’ if you are born again.. But this little book is designed to help you alongside the bible.


However, if you are not born again, don’t bother reading it.  Put it down, get on your knees and ask the Lord Jesus to come into your life. Tell Him you are sorry for your falling short of the mark and thank Him for all He has done to wipe the slate clean for you for all time.


Then you can get up and start reading.












God expresses himself in the beauty of the Cosmos.

You are the expression of God in your micro-cosmos
Adapted from a word by Pastor Chris







My people perish through lack of knowledge
Hosea 4:6
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Introduction

For most of my life I had a picture of God as being hard and serious and quite possibly liable to be very angry with me. If ever I dared to approach close to Him I would do it like somebody on tip toe, really hoping He wouldn’t get to notice me and my shameful sorry self. 
Every scripture I ever read, came at me through the filter of this belief, that God was ready at any point to zap me. My philosophy was reinforced by my dad dying suddenly when I was a kid, in such a way it looked like God had done it. Within my earshot I heard church folk say things about it like ‘Yes, God works in mysterious ways’ and this only helped to underscore my belief that God was not to be messed with and should be avoided at all costs.

Then I began to discover something different. And as I turned over the facts of my life and looked again at the statements in the bible, I began to understand a completely different view. 
God was not controlling everything in a cruel and indifferent way, taking my dad and lots of other people’s dads and children and babies too. 

I began to come into the knowledge that God is absolutely and perfectly good. I came to understand that God is the one who designed life and He is the God of life and will have nothing whatsoever to do with putting tragedy on people, like I once believed he had put tragedy on me through my dad dying when I was young. 

I have changed my mind completely, almost from one extreme to the other. It happened over a period of years by listening to teachers like Andrew Wommack and Joseph Prince, and then by reading and re-reading of scripture.

And I tell you this in order to say that if you believe that God rules mankind with an iron rod of judgment, you will probably not be able to benefit from the stuff in this book. Read it anyway, but please understand that it is written from the perspective of someone who knows God as inestimably kind and good. 

PART ONE - REVELATION

The Holy Spirit IN YOU is able to minister TO YOU about things he has written in the bible FOR YOU.

I only had one message from the Lord in the whole of 2012. My wife Mandy, gets them by the bucket load all the while, but in the entire year I only had one clear word. I knew it was an important word and that I needed to tell people about it. 
It came from a question. The question kept going around and around in my head - How come the bible began to make sense to me after I accepted Jesus? What made it suddenly come alive? Before then it had just been so much gobbledigook. What on earth could cause it to change so much? How could that be?
It was around the time that Mandy was writing a book titled ‘What just happened’. Her book was about getting saved, and it got me thinking about that time in my life. It reminded me that when I was born again the bible began to make sense to me. 

So I asked the question. I was laying awake in bed, in the still blackness of a dark night. And for a long time there was silence - just the ticking of the little travel alarm clock on the dresser, counting out the seconds. 
And then, like an express train, the answer came: 
When you become born again 
The Holy Spirit IN YOU is able to minister TO YOU about things he has written in the bible FOR YOU.
Wow!
Can you say that again please? (I actually said that, and the Lord actually did repeat it word for word, back to me):

‘The Holy Spirit IN YOU is able to minister TO YOU about things he has written in the bible FOR YOU.’
Double Wow!

I had to get up and write it down. That express train had carved a gulley right through the tranquil garden of my sleep-time. I knew I had to remember it  and chew upon it and study it and turn it around and look at it every which way; Yes and to preach it too if anyone ever gave me opportunity to preach. (It transpires that preaching engagements are thin on the ground so while I wait I am writing it down!) Whatever, I  know it is a mega message.  
‘The Holy Spirit IN YOU is able to minister TO YOU about things he has put in the bible FOR YOU.’


Thank you Jesus. 

1  In You!

When you are born again the Holy Spirit comes to live in you. He is not walking alongside you chatting to you like a pal, He is in you. 
Not with you but in you. 

This was a struggle for me to understand but in you means mingled together with your inmost being. Don’t think of Him as one who is discussing things with your conscious mind, but rather as one who has become part of your guidance system. He is way down in the boiler room influencing your actions on an unconscious level. He is in a place that is not generally accessible to your day-to-day thoughts, down at your very centre. It is like the Holy Spirit is in your DNA somewhere but really He is in your born again spirit, the part of you that lives forever, the part of you that Almighty God has brought alive. 

I say ‘He’ is inside you because the Holy Spirit is not an ‘it’. He is not hanging in the air, like a gas or a vapour. The Holy Spirit is a person!  That’s how the bible describes Him. He is the comforter, the one able to lead into all truth.


Yes the Holy Spirit (also known as the Holy Ghost) is the third part of the Godhead - the ‘Trinity’. It is difficult for our tiny brains to wrap around the fact that God exists in three different personalities. Yet they are not separate. No one part of the three-part Godhead ever acts independent of the other. So for example the bible records the spirit being present during creation
 and when Jesus was baptized
. Jesus himself made reference to all three: To the Father; To himself as the Son; and to the Holy Spirit. 

The Book

And the Lord had me to understand it is the same Holy Spirit who wrote the bible. (Even that was a new wrinkle in my brain!) I had always understood that 40 different people wrote the bible over a period of 1,500 years, and of course in the practical sense, that is absolutely correct. However those 40 people were all motivated, energized and inspired by the one Holy Spirit. 
Yes the Holy Spirit of God is the same person who caused all those people to write down the ideas and words that God wanted recorded by men. 
The bible is the complete work of reference from God to His creation man. In it God has tailored every thought and concept into word pictures that enable us to behold what cannot be seen with physical eyes. He did it through stories of people, through poetry and through an historical record. And the result is a complete picture. 

That picture will not change. The bible is the settled word of God (Psa 119:89). It’s not about to be revised in the light of new ‘discoveries’. In fact there is no such thing as a new discovery to God. Gravity, Magnetism, Electricity, all existed at the first week of creation. They are laws built into the physical universe . Electricity did not suddenly come into  being when Edison connected up his lamp in the 1860s, it was always there.

So if the bible says I have the attributes of peace, joy and love (and it does in Galatians 6) resident in my born again spirit then the bible is declaring that God has gifted these qualities to me as a believer. 

Nothing the Holy Spirit ever inspires you to do will disagree with what has been set out in the bible. It cannot - the bible was written by the Holy Spirit, the same person who is in you. 
Yes the Holy Spirit is in you and He is a person.
He is in your born again spirit which means your born again spirit is perfect, just like Jesus’. So the bible is able to make bold declarations such as: ‘as He is so are we in this world’ You can read that at 1 John 4 verse 17. It’s a statement in the present tense to all believers. As He is (glorified in heaven, seated at God’s right hand), so are we in this world (in the here and now).  


You better believe it. If you are a born again believer, He’s in you!  And…

He who is in you is greater than He who is in the world. 
1 John 4:4

2  To you!

If the first bit isn’t true for you, the second doesn’t apply either. 
He has to be in you before he can do anything to you! 

So again, don’t bother reading this unless you are born again and by definition, you have the spirit of God living in you. 

When the Holy Spirit is in you he is able to minister to you. 
What does it mean minister to you? 
It means to be of service to you!
To which bit of me? 
He is able to minster (to be of service) to your mind AND also, by extension, to your body. The Holy Spirit in you ministers to your natural mind, through thoughts, words, pictures and ideas which well up from the spirit within. 
As your mind receives and accepts this life giving word, the outflow of the Holy Spirit’s goodness is able to minister to your natural body. Notice that the direction of flow is from within to without. This means that the spirit of God inside you cannot flow healing into your body if your mind is rejecting the word of the spirit. 
Your mind is positioned between your spirit and your body! And so doubt and unbelief in your thought life can inhibit the operation of God’s goodness anywhere else in your life. 

Renewal
How do I get rid of doubt and unbelief?
That’s a good question, because doubt and unbelief is everywhere:  You cannot speak to anyone or switch on the radio or TV, or pick up a book or newspaper, without having doubt and unbelief reinforced.
The world is full of it. 
There is a solution though.

The bible calls it to ‘Renew your Mind’ (Rom 12:2). 
It’s your mind that rejects the word of God’s spirit. It only does that because it has been soaked so much in the word of the natural world. You have to re-soak it in the word of the supernatural God. 
To ‘renew your mind’ means to bring your thinking more into line with how God thinks. It is a ‘renewal’ because your mind was originally created to think thoughts of faith, to believe in a supernatural God.  
So how do we do that? 
We don’t. We let God do it! It is as simple as that. 
You renew your mind by reading God’s word. 

God’s word has the power to make you think a little bit more like God thinks. The more that you read it, the more you are able to turn down the volume of the world. The more you read of the bible, the more you are able to turn up the supernatural volume of God in your thought system. 
Your philosophy is probably very sound but the fact is, God’s philosophy is better! The more you read His word the more you take on board His way of thinking; It’s imbibed at a heart level.  

So make a point of reading scripture everyday. Read it according to a ‘reading plan’, or read it with a passion for a particular part. But read it with a relish, read it expecting to get something out of it. Don’t ever settle for reading the bible out of duty. God gets no pleasure from you doing anything because you have to! The bible is not written for him, it is written for you. God wants you to get something from it, He wants that more than you want it!  
So read it everyday. Take it like medicine first thing in the morning and last thing at night. 

The bible is one of the main ways that Almighty God is able to minister all of His goodness to you. And here’s the beauty of it: He wants to minister His goodness To you. 

So read what God has written. It’ll do you good.


3  For you!
This is the most amazing thing. 
God has put things in the bible for you (well not just for you, - it’s for me too - and everybody!) He knew you would have questions and He knows where the answers are located - they are in His book. To put it another way, God has foreseen you’re your needs will be, and in His great goodness, has provided for them. 


Think about it like this: - God has not written the bible for His own benefit! The fact that there are millions of copies of the Holy Bible on the earth does not directly benefit Him one iota. He doesn’t need to be ministered to and He hasn’t forgotten the things He has promised to do. He knows what He has said and the rulings He has made. He doesn’t need them written down in a book to remember them. 
Even if that wasn’t so, God is a spirit
 and from the little I understand of the divine spirit realm, I am clear that it has no need or use of paper and pen. Only physical beings can make use of such things and in fact the only beings that can make use of this book or any book on planet earth, are human beings. 
The bible was written for men. 
Through it Almighty God is able to make known His intentions, and more importantly, to let men know about His true nature: - His uncompromising perfection and goodness. 
Let’s make no mistake about it, God has written the bible for the benefit of His prize creation, mankind. 
That’s you and me! 
Does that encourage you? It should.
It’s for you!

The Holy Spirit in you knows the word that you need today.  Today’s word is not the same as yesterday’s word. It’s a new thought, it’s a word you have never heard before, although you may have read it before! It will never drop down all the way into your innermost heart until the time it is needed. 

Everyday the Holy Spirit wants to help you find that word. He is there to guide you into the truth you need today. Always remember that God wants you to succeed. And that means success in your family, in your church, in your relationships, in your market place.
PART 2 - DEFINITIONS
These are a few words and terms which I have found particularly needful of interpretation. It seems to me that these have, over the years, been misapplied to the extent their original meaning has mutated into something different. I believe that the popular misunderstanding of these biblical terms has contributed much to the ineffectiveness in the body of Christ. In my opinion, it is important to understand these words correctly if we are to walk fully in the light of the glorious gospel.
1  Righteous / Righteousness
To be ‘righteous’ is to be morally upright; without guilt or sin, but in the New Testament the word has been dealt a different connotation: ‘The Righteousness of God’ describes the gift of right relationship with God. That’s right, it’s a gift (Rom 5:16) and it’s not tied to your performance or behaviour (ie. it’s not a reward) but it’s a gift to those who have belief and faith in the finished work of Jesus! 
I’ll say it again: In the New covenant ‘Righteousness’ refers to  ‘Right Standing (or right relationship) with God’ and it is a gift. 
Now this in no way excludes morality, holiness, uprightness of behaviour but it does mean that these things are of no value to salvation and are not to be trusted. 
So when James 5:16 declares that the ‘prayer of a righteous man availeth much’ it no longer means (as it would have done in the Old Testament) the prayer of one who is holy and upright but rather the prayer of one who walks by faith in Jesus’ finished work. Notice that the New Testament meaning in no way implies that this man is not holy and upright!
 

2  To Fall from grace

What does it means to ‘fall from grace’?
Many people think that to fall from grace means to fall into sin but that is not true. To fall from grace means to stop operating in the belief of righteousness by faith. When you do that, you ‘fall back’ into the belief that it’s your behaviour which is helping to make you righteous (remember the word ‘righteous’ means right standing with God). 
If you believe that your actions are in any way, gaining you brownie points with God, then you are operating under law. 
If to fall from grace means to fall into law, you have to ask the question therefore, what is the Law? 
The Law is the easiest thing in the world to understand: 
You do good, you get good. You do bad, you get bad! 
Here’s the eyebrow-raising fact: The Law is diametrically opposed to the good news of the gospel which is: 
You believe in Jesus, you get good. You reject Jesus, you get bad 
Notice how easy it is to understand the Law. You don’t need the Holy Spirit’s help or discernment of any kind. The Law makes perfect sense to the mind. However, it’s not the same with grace. Without the Holy Spirit revealing the goodness of God to you cannot understand grace because the natural mind rejects it as illogical. (2Cor 2:14)
The word-picture is made compete in the Ark of the Covenant. Moses was instructed by God to place the tablets of stone on which the law was written in the bottom of the Ark, with the mercy seat of grace above. And so when we fall from grace we fall from the higher place to the lower place - from the mercy seat of grace to the law (the Ten Commandments) below.. 

3  Suffering

When we hear the word ‘suffering’, many people interpret that to mean being in state of ill health or sickness. ‘Suffering’ can indeed mean that, but in the New Testament, the word is used almost exclusively to describe someone under the persecution of men. When people persecute you, you do ‘suffer’ - you suffer the loss of friends, loss of standing, maybe even a loss of liberty. Under persecution you might even get beaten up like Paul was. If you are, then indeed you will be suffering in your body. But this is not the suffering of sickness but the suffering of persecution. 
‘So what?’ I hear you say. 
Well, the crux of this issue is this:
When the bible commends believers for keeping the faith while undergoing sufferings, we need to understand that it is speaking of the persecution of men. Jesus has not redeemed us from suffering under persecution.
But Hallelujah, Jesus has redeemed us from sickness!
The biblical record shows that none of the disciples died through sickness - and this in an age when there were virtually zero medical facilities and no wonder drugs. All of them used the authority that Jesus had given them to stay healthy. 
The record shows that they all died from being persecuted
. Men killed them! John was the only disciple to die a natural death. 
Jesus had redeemed them, and has redeemed us, from sickness and wherever we see the word ‘suffering’ in the New Testament, that refers to suffering under persecution.
4  Repent
To the modern listener ‘to repent’ means to be brought to your knees in state of anguish and regret
 but in the New Testament the English word ‘repent’ is translated from the Greek word ‘Metanoia’ which means simply ‘to change your mind’ about someone or something. Now to change your mind about sinful practices certainly does cause a turn around of behaviour but the word ‘repent’ has come to mean not so much a changing of the mind, as of doing acts of conditional ‘penance’, without which one cannot hope to obtain grace.
Grace is not ‘obtained’ by paying a price. Grace is the gift of God that came with the Lord Jesus Christ.
A change of mind, when it has to do with recognising past mistakes and setting about to put things right, is a humbling and sobering thing. But to think that such humiliations are required to wipe the slate of our wrongs before God is a deception that many are captive to. 
We should be ready to repent - to change our minds - every time we hear a sermon. If the sermon is any good it should reveal something to us from the throne room of God that is new. To receive all the goodness of a fresh revelation, we will need to change our minds! Someone once said: ‘If I can change my mind then God can change my heart’.
5  Carnal

Carnal does not mean dirty or rude or sinful, it simply means that which is physical - that which is part of the natural world. When the word is used in the bible it is often used to contrast the difference between the spiritual realm and the natural realm. For example in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 ‘For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself …’ 
The weapons we must use as a Christian are not tangible or natural weapons like a soldier would use. They are not carnal. Paul is contrasting the huge difference between the spiritual realm and that which is natural or physical - ‘carnal’.  

Can I illustrate it this way: If you are on a level crossing and afraid of being run over by a train that is a carnal fear, a natural thing. It is not a spiritual thing. But also notice, it is not sinful to be scared. It is just carnal! The bottom line is this: 

a  All carnality is not sin! But - 

b  All sin is carnal (ie. All sin is born of the selfish desires of the ‘flesh’, or the natural man). 

***********************************************

Looking at the scripture passage above, can I add this thought:  
I can’t help but notice that Paul does not say that Christians have to obtain this ‘weapon’ somewhere - he speaks about it as something we already have. So what is that? - It’s the Holy Spirit inside you: (Wow, it’s a weapon too!) 
And then the passage goes on to reveal where the battleground is:  It’s in  the MIND, in the place where thoughts and ideas war and tug at our logic and try to tell us the bible cannot be true because of some powerful argument or some high thing that a clever man has said. Read it for yourself in 2 Corinthians chapter 10.



PART 3 - THE ‘NOW-NESS’ 

It starts with knowing about it.
The prophet Hosea wrote ‘My people perish through lack of knowledge’. Think about that: The Holy Spirit, through Hosea, is saying that God’s people are perishing and it is simply because there is something they don’t know!

It is like the heir of a vast fortune going hungry because he doesn’t know he has access to great wealth. He can’t buy himself a loaf of bread. Why? He simply doesn’t know he is loaded! 


The NOW-ness of the Gospel

The New Testament is full of what I call ‘Now-ness’ - 
that is the attribute of the Present Tense, of things already having being accomplished, of it being a DONE DEAL. 

Religion speaks in different terms. All the promises of glory, deliverance and victory are presented in the future tense. But read it for yourself. The New Testament is full of Now-ness! 

For example look at this scripture:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Cor 5:17)

Or this one:
In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. (1 John 4:17)
The first scripture declares that if anyone is born again (that’s what the term ‘in Christ’ means), then he IS a new creation. Already! 
Not WILL BE at some point off in the sweet by and by, but IS - now! You can’t get any more Now-ness than that.

The second speaks of not being scared on the day of judgment (‘having confidence’) - Why? Because in this world we are like him. Not will be like him but ARE like him. That is Now-ness too, but this scripture has more: When it says we are ‘like him’ we have to ask: Like him when? When he was on earth? No, like him NOW, glorified and sat at God’s right hand! That’s double Now-ness!

Where is my Now-ness?

Now if I search for this Now-ness in my mind - in my thoughts or my emotions - or in my body, I will be disappointed and disillusioned. I might even fall under condemnation. 
For example if I try to find evidence of being that new creation that 2 Cor 5:17 speaks of, I will not always find it in my thought life or in my mind.  
Because it’s not always there. It’s not in my thoughts or in my emotions and it’s certainly not in my body! It’s in my born again spirit.

I am a new creation in my born again spirit. Paul speaks about it like it is a new species, one that has never existed before. There is a deep truth in this: In the Old covenant, the spirit of God never came and resided inside men, it only ever visited upon them for a short time. But Paul was speaking about the new age, the age where Christ had come and paid for the sins of mankind. The age where the spirit of Almighty God lives in men as foretold by the prophet Ezekiel: 

Ezek 11:19  I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.

What we need is more now-ness! 
We need to get more of the Now-ness of the gospel into our thinking. Stop thinking in the old religious mindset that all the blessings of the kingdom of God (eternal life, healing, deliverance, favour) belong in the future, and accept that the New Testament is speaking about the now. 

The challenge is simply to believe in the bible. To believe it at a heart-level of knowing. Whether it makes sense to my natural mind or not, I have to accept it as God’s word and therefore the truth. 

So when the bible tells me that as a believer I already possess love, joy, peace etc (Gal 5:22), I have to accept that I possess these things even though I don’t often feel like I do! In a very real sense it is putting God’s opinion above my opinion. 


The prayer of Now-ness

One of the ways of appropriating the now-ness of the gospel is to be aware of it in prayer. For example, when you hear yourself praying for God ‘to be with’ you, remember you are speaking to the one who has promised in His word: ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ (Heb 13:5). So check yourself. Is this is really what you want to say to Him? 

It has become a religious thing to ask God ‘to be here’ and if you are ignorant of that scripture in Hebrews then it’s no big deal. But if not, maybe instead you’d want to thank the Lord for being here and then make your request to Him.

The same thing apples to songs also. Often in church, we sing a lovely song which has a chorus ending with the words: ‘I’m lost without you.’ I must admit to not singing that bit…

You see it’s a half-truth and I know the devil uses half truths to build a bridge of doubts in our minds. 
The half truth is ‘I’m lost without you.’ 
The full truth is: ’I am lost without you. BUT I AM NOT WITHOUT YOU!  

‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ (Heb 13:5)
Hallelujah! 


It’s in the words

Words are mentioned everywhere in the bible as instruments of power. Right from Genesis chapter 1 where God creates by speaking: - ‘Let there be light.’ 
I found out for myself the power of words.  Yes, words have power. And words spoken in faith carry the ability to release the supernatural power of God. As soon as I learned about this I began trying it for myself and I was amazed how quickly things changed. So now I am in the habit of speaking the word of God over the issues that confront me every day.
It began for me with the revelation that the Lord Jesus had taught us to speak to things that are in our way. (Not speak to people, but speak to things!) 
You may ask ‘where did  Jesus say that we should speak to things? ’ The answer is He didn’t directly! He did it by example. It was in response to Peter’s shock and amazement that the fig tree had withered (in Mark 11:21) that He said: 
‘I tell you the truth’  And you just know he is not saying that because everything else he said was a lie! No, he was saying: ‘I need to emphasize this because you are going to find it hard to believe!’ 

The text goes on (Mark 11:22-24):
 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered.   "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
A mountain is an inanimate, unthinking, natural thing  that is in your way, something that is insurmountable. You can’t go around it and you can’t get over it. 
Jesus taught us in this example to speak to the problem. Not to speak to God about the problem but to address the thing itself. Whatever it is that is in our way.

It would be totally wrong of Jesus to leave us that example if He hadn’t also left us the authority to do that. I have no power to speak to any mountain that is in my way, be it a pain in my chest or a bill that I can’t meet, but Jesus has! As a born again believer in His name I am able to speak in authority to things!

This is a big subject, and to do it justice I need to write about it in a book dedicated to the subject but for now let me just leave you with two thoughts to help: 

First, you cannot use this to obtain something which is not God’s will for you to have. For example: I might pray that I be made poor so that I might glorify God in my poverty. But understand this: the devil will hear that prayer and he WILL make me poor, and maybe God will get glory out of it if I continue to serve him. But here’s the real issue: God says in his word that He wills me to be ‘prosperous and in good health’ even as my soul prospers (3 John 1:2). God will not give me anything that is not in His word. And seeing how His word assures me that I have been redeemed from every curse (Gal 3:13) and have become the recipient of every blessing that God has (Eph 1:3), then the devil will be happy to oblige me with what I have been redeemed of, but God will only provide what he has promised to in his word. 

Secondly: Don’t ever think that your receiving of a blessing from God is depriving somebody else of a blessing. That thought is born of the sort of unbelief which places limits on God’s power and is not true. 
The lights will not dim one iota in heaven if everyone who is sick on planet earth gets healed at the same time! 

Finally let me leave you with a scripture that describes the power of words perfectly. It’s in Proverbs 18:21 (KJV):  
Death and life are in the power of the tongue,

Death and life are in your words. You get what you say, good or bad! 

God’s provision for keeping you healthy 

PART 4 - WALL TO WALL

It’s one thing or the other.

I explained in the introduction how I had come to believe that God is totally good. That’s why this chapter is titled ‘Wall to Wall’ - that describes what His goodness is like. 

I didn’t always see  things like that. I used to see God as being sort of conditionally good - doing what was best for the world but not being able to do that and please everybody at the same time! China’s Chairman Mao once said ‘You can’t make omelette without breaking an egg’ and that about sums up how I saw it. 

The bottom line was that I thought God was in CONTROL of everything that happens. You don’t need to be a rocket scientist to work out that if that is true, He cannot possibly be totally good. 
You cannot have it both ways.
It has to be ONE OR THE OTHER! 
He cannot be in control of everything AND be good.
Many things that happen in our world are absolutely evil and despicable. If words mean anything, there is no way that you can squash the word ‘good’ into the things that happen and have it come out still meaning ‘good.’ 
Don’t mess around with the cop-outs that are often used to qualify God’s goodness. There are two of them: 
1  The idea that because good can come out of bad (which it can), it somehow that justifies the bad. NO it does not. Tragedy, pain and suffering are wall to wall bad, evil and wrong. Don’t try to fudge it. 
2  The idea that God turns a blind eye or ‘allows’ the devil to bring evil upon the earth. That is the same as saying that satan is working for God as some kind of hit-man. Imagine it: God is running a protection racket and the devil is collecting for him! NO. Don’t mess with it. 

God is WALL TO WALL goodness. 
I believe that and I’d like to take the opportunity in this little book to talk a little more about it. Let me come at it this way: 
Do you realise there are some things that God cannot do?


Things that God cannot do!
This subject causes furrows to rise in the  religious eyebrow: There are things God cannot do! 
Not because he doesn’t have the power to do them. But rather because of His great and is perfect goodness and love. Understand this: God is indescribably good.

1  God cannot lie. 
It is not that God restrains Himself from lying. He CANNOT lie! God cannot be associated in any way with anything false. Everything He speaks is truth; absolutely unchallengeable for all time.

2  God cannot be unjust. 
God’s standards are so high that He is the only one able to judge and be totally fair. God is so fair, He knew that mankind couldn’t measure up to His high standards so He sent His son to be the perfect sacrifice for all men. Now because He is truth He cannot judge you for what He has judged his Son Jesus for. God is indescribably good!


3  God cannot fail.
God is the master of perfection. God is super-successful in all He plans to do. Everything He has in mind to do will succeed. He has it in mind to live and commune with His creation mankind for all eternity. The bible says it was for His pleasure that all things were created. (Rev 4:11). 


4  God cannot control men against their will.
Not because he CAN not, because he WILL not. God has the power to control all things, men included, but because He has invested in mankind freedom of will, and He will not control men against their will. The bible clearly shows that God holds us accountable for our actions. He would be totally unjust to do that if He was the one controlling our actions. 

There are other issues here to do with what is revealed of God’s perfection: God gave man dominion over the earth (Gen 1:26).  The earth belongs to the Lord (Psa 24:1). He has ownership of it but the management has been given to mankind (Psa 115:16). Because He is true, just and good, he will not take back what He has given until the end of the story. 

All of theses things lead to a simple summation:
All of God’s goodness devolves from the integrity of His word. Because God cannot lie, if the bible is God’s word it must be the truth. Because God cannot be unjust He has created a way for sinful man to be in Right Relationship with him through the substitution of His own son Jesus. Because He cannot fail I am assured of salvation, not through anything I can bring to the table except my belief and trust. Because He cannot (or rather will not) control me against my own will, it is up to me to cooperate with Him when I am seeking healing, deliverance, provision, success. 
Yes I believe that God is wall to wall good. He is NOT in control of everything that happens. - He could be, but He himself has set limits on his control over things because of the integrity of His word. 
The Kingdom Comes

Jesus has given us authority to bring the kingdom of God into this world. Let me ask you a question: Is there sickness in the Kingdom of God? Is there depression or failure or heartache? 
Of course there isn’t. 
When you bring a bit of the kingdom into your world, people don’t see a kingdom coming , they see sickness going, they see relationships healed, they see depression or anger turn to laughter. That’s what the kingdom of God look like. 
A lot of people don’t know this but Jesus never asked us to pray for the sick. - He told us to heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse the lepers. Oops!


Mat10:1  He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

Mat 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go...

This has to be the most challenging concept. You simply cannot begin to take this radical idea on board unless you have first come to a heart knowledge of the Now-ness of the gospel. You have to operate knowing that God has already given you everything you need to move in the realm of the miraculous. When you know that your spirit is perfect before God
 and that the Lord has invested in you the power to bring the Kingdom on earth, then you can dare to act on the bidding of the spirit when He prompts you to heal the sick (or maybe even raise the dead!).


God is not counting men’s sins against them. 
But the devil is! 
The devil is a master lawyer and he is remembering your sins and he is totting them up. At some point in time, he will remind you of them and tell you that it’s because of your bad behaviour that you cannot expect to be in God’s favour. He will tell you that your failings have stopped God’s blessing in your life (be it healing, peace of mind or provision). 
If you believe that, you will begin to ‘come under law’, that is to operate according to law. You will actually be operating under the devil’s law because God is no longer counting your sins! The bible says so (2 Cor 5:19). God placed all your sin upon Jesus and all of His wrath fell upon His son to pay your debt. In a sense, God would be unjust to punish you for what he has already punished Jesus for. 
If I am under any system of law (for example if I believe God’s blessing devolves from my good actions) then the devil has got me. I am operating on a law-based system. Satan has a legal right to me because God has put a higher law in place - that of trust on the finished work of Jesus. 
Who are the Saints? 
I grew up with a mental picture of a ‘saint’ that was drawn for me by the famous paintings of them which hang in various museums. I imbibed the established church view that a Saint is a sort of super believer, a super-Christian, someone with a special place in heaven because of extraordinary exploits here on earth. I have absolutely no problem with honouring those who have done remarkable things on earth, as the traditional saints have done, but I now know that the New Testament describes a ‘Saint’ as something quite different from my old mental picture. So my question is: Who are the Saints?
Specifically just who are the saints that the bible mentions? 
Because there seems to be quite a lot of them: 
There are saints in Jerusalem and Lyddia in Acts chapter 9. 
There are saints in Rome (Romans chapter 1). Saints in Corinth (First Corinthians chapter 1) and in Achaia (Second Corinthians chapter 1). There are Saints in Ephesus (Ephesus 1) and in Philppi (Philippian 1). 
It is quite clear that everywhere Saints are mentioned  in the New Testament there is no hint of them having a higher rank, or indeed of any particular specialty, beyond that of being a follower of Christ. It is clear from the text that they are called Saints because they are believers and nothing more. 

For example Paul writes ‘to the saints in Ephesus’ and it is obvious that he is addressing all the people in the congregation of Christians gathered in the town of Ephesus.
This is super important. If saints are believers, then I am a saint!
According to the bible, a Saint is someone who is born again. Not necessarily someone whose exploits have become renowned. Not a super-Christian, and also not a dead Christian! (I refer here to the fact a Catholic sainthood is only applied posthumously)
If you are a believer you are a saint!  That’s not what I am calling you, that’s what God calls you in His word! 
Sovereign God

The dictionary definition of the word ‘sovereign’ is: 
‘First in rank, order and authority’. That describes God perfectly. 
He is absolutely first - in rank, order and authority. For as long as she lives, the Queen is the sovereign authority over the country of England but for all eternity, God is the sovereign authority over the universe! 

We know from the bible that the Sovereign God is all powerful, all knowing and all present. But here’s the catch: 
All powerful does not mean all-controlling!
What?
It means that He COULD BE all-controlling if He wanted to be! 

Aren’t we splitting hairs here - I mean what’s the difference?
There’s a world of difference between having an atomic bomb and letting one off! 
There’s a world of difference between God having the capability to be all-controlling and Him exercising that capability.  

I can show you from the bible that the Sovereign God has in His infallible integrity and wall to wall goodness, delegated some of His sovereign authority to mankind and also set limits upon Himself elsewhere by His own declarations and covenants.

But first understand this simple statement of fact: 
The word ‘Sovereign’ does not mean being in control of everything, it means being first in  rank, order and authority.

The bible shows that God does not control everything that happens on planet earth. 
For example, it is clear that God holds men accountable for their actions. He would be totally unjust to do that if He was really the one controlling their actions! 
And God is not unjust! (If he were, He would never have sent His son to pay the price of sin. He would have simply cancelled ‘sin’!)

That is not the same as saying that God does not have the power to control everything. He clearly does have the power and could certainly control everything if that were His will. 

God has ownership and dominion over everything but right at the beginning of the bible, He delegated authority and dominion over the earth to mankind.
 (Gen 1:26).

God places such a high value on His word that He will not take it back once He has said it
 (Psa 89:34). In fact, the first chapter of Hebrews
  makes the clear inference that the whole universe is held together by the integrity of God’s word and would fly apart if He were ever to tell a lie!
To summarise, on Planet Earth, God is in control of those things which are submitted to Him. Satan has a legal right to interfere in the activities of men on earth because Adam (as the first representative of mankind) submitted to Satan in the Garden of Eden after God had given man authority and dominion over this planet. 
So, God does not move us around like pawns on a chess board. He has given mankind Free Will and He is not about to take it back. Not until the end of the age. 
The Gospel

I used to believe that God loved me and moved in my life in proportion to how holy I was living. Now I know that God loves me independent of how I live and that He moves in my life proportionate to how much I can believe His gospel. 
It’s not so easy to believe that all the blessings of God flow from what Jesus has done and has nothing - zero - to do with anything I do. But that is the gospel, that is the ‘good news’. 

In the natural, it is easy to understand that if do good, I get good. If I do bad, I get bad. But it’s not easy to understand that God arranged for Jesus to get all my badness so that I could get all His goodness! 
The gospel of God - the good news of the New Testament - is simply that all the blessings of God flow from what His son Jesus has done and has nothing - that is zero - to do with anything you or I do. If I imagine that the blessing of God flows to me because of my holiness then I am under some form of law and I am deceived. 

Galatians teaches that those who are under any form of law will not inherit the blessings of righteousness by faith. Gal 4:30 paints a word-picture of Hagar the bond woman and Sarah, Abraham’s wife and declares: ‘the son of the bond woman will not share in the inheritance with the son of the free woman.’ 

Yes the message of the gospel is that it is totally to do with God’s goodness and nothing to do with you! 
Are you a believer?
Think about this:
What do you suppose the God of all creation is looking for when he looks down on the doings of men on planet Earth? 
Do you suppose He is looking to see who is praying, who is fasting, who is performing rituals to God or services to his fellow man? 
I don’t think so. 
I think the God who made this great big wonderful world that we are in - the one who designed this unfathomable time-space continuum that we inhabit - I think He is looking down to find just ONE person who BELIEVES in what He says! Just one soul who believes His word.
Don’t flatter yourself to think that the supreme being of the universe is bothered whether you are praying and fasting - when you pray or fast, it blesses YOU. But when you BELIEVE what God says, it blesses HIM!
That’s right. You please God by believing what He says.
It all comes down to this: Are you a believer? 

Christianity is all about Right Believing. 
Religion will try to tell you that Christianity is about Right Living. 
But that is the wrong way round. You can change your outward behaviour enough to fool others that you are living right but Christianity is about the deeper behaviour of Right Belief. 
Right Believing, if sincere, produces Right Living. 

Ask yourself the question: How would Jesus recognise you?
- the answer is, by your glow. Your spiritual glow that is. Not a glow that is visible in the natural but the glow of the spirit. 

When you are born again, something changes on the inside. There is a change on the outside too, a change that people can see, but this has no eternal value. The biggest thing, the only important thing, is the change that happens on the inside, in your spirit. When you are born again, your spirit comes alive and begins to glow. 

Once God has ‘switched’ your spirit on, and you have received it by asking for it, your spirit is that of a brand new creature (2 Cor 5:17). It cannot be accidentally switched off. 
Note that God is the one who brings your spirit alive, but you have to ask for it. Both these have to be involved, It is not solely up to God and it is not solely up to you. 

So the answer is, Jesus will recognise you by the glow from your born again spirit, or he won’t recognise you at all. 
‘Get away from me, I never knew you’ he says to some professing to be his in Mat 7:23. 
Notice that it is ‘I never knew you’ - not ‘I knew you once but you faded away’. Jesus is saying: ‘I never knew you - ever!’ 
He is speaking to fellow travellers who talk the talk, maybe even do miracles, but have never submitted themselves to Christ, have never been born again. 

Wall to Wall

God is wall to wall goodness.
Becoming a Christian is all about receiving the love that God already has for you. It’s not suddenly happened. He’s always loved you. From the  moment He created you, He was loving on you, loving on the possibility and potential for fulfilment that He had invested in you. 
Being a Christian - or staying a Christian - is all about remaining in contact with that amazing fact while the whirlwind of life and the enemy is arguing the opposite all around you.

God is loving on you quite independent of whether you are loving on Him. He is able to love you because of what Jesus has done. He is able to look at you and not see your failings any more because He once turned His back on His son Jesus when he took the sin of the whole earth. He’s not making light of your sin; He’s nor excusing it. It’s been paid for! 

He loves you because He is love, not because you are lovable. 
He’s broadcasting His love for you 24/7. Wall to wall, all across the universe. He is shouting it from the rooftops. It’s all in His word. 

Religion has got a hold of God’s love and turned it into something that has to be earned. The strange thing is that according to religion, you have to earn it all the more if you claim to be a Christian; if you are a heathen you can just receive it but as soon as you become a believer, you’ve got to tow the line! That’s not true and it’s certainly not good news. It’s not the ‘gospel’. 

Religion will have you think that the more you can feel like a worm the more God can begin to like you. ‘I can do nothing without Jesus.’ But you are not without Jesus. 

The biggest problem you’ve got is loving yourself. God loves you anyway. It’s not up to Him to prove it to you (any more than He has done by sending Jesus). It’s up to you to receive it by faith. And here’s the thing: If you can receive God’s love for you, He can begin to operate and flow through you. It’s nothing to do with positive thinking, or of you asserting yourself. You simply have to begin to look at yourself like God looks at you, that’s all. No more, no less. The bible says that God sees you as righteous if you are a believer in the one He sent. He doesn’t see you in the natural. He sees you in the spirit. And your born again spirit is as perfect today as it will be in a million years time. It has been sealed so that nothing can contaminate it. (2Cor 1:22)
The body of Christ has become riddled with carnal guilt and condemnation. The concept of human lack is broadcast and amplified from the pulpit. It doesn’t need to be. Everybody knows only too well the sorry state they are. Religion will have you present a façade of humility as a flag to march behind but really the flag is that God loves you anyway. If you’re a Christian today then you have at some point believed that and received it. That is what made you a Christian. 

I came to a revelation that God had always loved me. He was loving on me when I was cursing myself. He was loving on me and protecting me from suicide, from all the punishments of depression and degradations and all the stuff that I thought was the bottom line. He was always the bottom line. He was always loving on me. I retraced stuff back and found his fingerprints on times and places that I had long forgotten about; I found out He had helped me when I could not help myself. I discovered it and so can you. God is Wall to Wall goodness.


This is such a fundamental concept to grab a hold of: The very first thing that caused the separation between God and man, the root cause, was the suspicion that God does not have good intentions toward mankind. Satan said: ‘Did God really say that?’ - referring to the tree, and then he went on to say that ‘God knows that if you eat of the tree you will be as God yourselves...’ Can you see what he was saying? Satan was implying that God’s motive for denying them access to the tree was to keep them down. Up until then, they had only known God as being totally unconditionally good toward them. That’s right. They’d known God’s Wall to Wall goodness, supplying their every need. Now here comes the idea that maybe God has a hidden agenda, that His motives are not totally for their good after all! 
Friends, that thinking is the root of all sickness and all depression and all doubt and all the shades of trouble and tragedy in between. 


If Adam and Eve had been resolute in the knowledge they had about the character of their Father God, satan could never has floated that idea and got away with it. In fact he came to Eve instead of Adam because the question ‘Did God really say that?’ could not be directly answered by her - Maybe she had misunderstood what her husband had told her about the tree? Even so the next proposition, that God was holding something back from them, was a clear attack on the character of God. 
Satan comes today with the same proposition: Maybe God has a plan for you that He will get great glory out of, but it includes you suffering some dreadful reverse or tragedy.


Don’t believe the lie. God is Wall to Wall good. The devil is the only one who gets high on you suffering tragedy. 
Expect God’s goodness. Expect healing, expect deliverance, expect prosperity. That is honouring what God’s son Jesus has done. He is the same today as He was in the gardens of Eden or Gethsemane. He is Wall to Wall goodness; -
 In you, to you and for you.

InU-2U-4U


John 14:16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you for ever—


John 14:26  But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.


John 15:26  "When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.


John 16:7  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

Eph 1:13  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

James 5:16b The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much

Isaiah 54:17  no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the LORD.


Col 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:









� John 14:26  But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.





� …and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 


(Genesis 1:2)





� … At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.   (Matthew 3:16)


� God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24) 





� John was the only one the twelve disciples of Jesus to die a natural death.


�  The process of experiencing a psychotic "break down" and subsequent, positive psychological re-building or "healing" (a modern definition)





� Heb 12:24 You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,





� And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. Gen 1:26. see also Gen 1:28





� Psalm 89:34  My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.


� Hebrews1:3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,�






