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Wellesbourne Airfield demolition halted after dramatic council decision

Updated 09:54, 13 Dec 2016   By Tamlyn Jones

Council steps in to prevent owner of Warwickshire airfield tearing down buildings to make way for future residential development

The future is still uncertain for Wellesbourne Airfield

The future of an airfield in Warwickshire which houses one of the last taxiable Avro Vulcan planes remains uncertain after a council was forced to stop its owners from demolishing it.

Stratford District Council has taken urgent action preventing Littler Investments from tearing down buildings on Wellesbourne Airfield which would have placed around 200 jobs under threat.

It emerged a few weeks ago Littler Investments wanted to demolish a large portion of the site as they continue their attempt to redevelop the land with around 1,500 new houses.

Stratford District Council has now agreed to remove permitted development rights from the owners, which came into force immediately following a special meeting today, and seek powers to compulsorily purchase the airfield if negotiations break down over a deal to buy it.

The authority will also obtain an injunction if any attempt is made to start the demolition process.

If the airfield closed, all the businesses currently based there, including several flying schools and a museum, would be forced to relocate or shut. Their leases are due to expire on Christmas Eve.

Family-owned Littler Investments and its developer Gladman have fallen at every hurdle in their bid to win planning permission to redevelop the site, including being rejected by the Government's planning inspectorate earlier this year.

Council leader Coun Chris Saint said: "I'm pleased that colleagues have unanimously approved this. It helps support the robustness of our local plan and should allow business operations of the airfield.

"Should they wish to demolish any buildings on site, the owners would now need to apply for planning permission."

David Scott-Morgan, an instructor with South Warwickshire Flying School, said: "I have not stopped being hopeful during this whole process as I don't think the owners have just cause at all. This was a great decision by the council."

Referring to the historic Vulcan plane, he added: "We get lots of people coming to look at the Vulcan. It's a national asset and people have lovingly looked after it to keep it in a good condition.

"But there's been talk of it being chopped up. The airfield owns the Vulcan as they own the land so they can do that if they want."

A statement from Littler Investments said: "We were surprised to learn of the council's decision to enter a process by which a substantial amount of taxpayers' money could be spent to purchase the site.

"We were particularly surprised given the constructive engagement between ourselves and the council in meetings about the site's long-term future as recently as November.

"The council's stated objective seems to be preservation of jobs.

"Yet jobs would only be lost if existing businesses cannot relocate and we have done everything to provide sufficient notice to allow them to do so.

"The previous redevelopment proposals would have seen more than 800 full-time-equivalent jobs generated at the site while the figures variously quoted for existing employment are, firstly, significantly lower in comparison and, secondly, potentially inflated as many existing jobs are not full time."

Referring to the tenants, the statement added: "We have always been keen to adopt a fair approach with regard to the tenants of Wellesbourne Airfield and have provided as much advance warning as possible to plan for the future.

"It is disappointing that our approach towards our own land has been negatively portrayed.

"We appreciate the need to find new premises may not be the outcome the current tenants wanted and this will be decided by the court in due course.

"However, arrangements have been put in place to enable the airfield to continue operating in the meantime."
David Scott-Morgan

93 Bodenham Road

BIRMINGHAM B31 5DR

Richard Burden MP

The House of Commons 

LONDON SW1A 0AA

12 DEC 2016



Dear Richard,

I am writing to express my urgent concern about a situation whereby a thriving local airfield faces imminent closure due to the unscrupulous use of legal slight of hand against the common interest. 


Wellesbourne Airfield is owned by two families, Messrs. Littler and Curry, who for the most part, have little interest in aviation (apart that is from Mike Littler who is the Airport Manager). Acting on the family’s behalf, solicitors have been trying to sell the land as a site for a housing project. Consequently a developer (Gladmans) has drafted a proposal for 1600 homes, a plan which would have dramatically increased the land value of the site. However Stratford council has turned down this plan for the foreseeable future. Now the owners have given notice that airfield buildings are to be summarily demolished, something which apparently is in their legal writ to do! This act of vandalism, if carried out, would surely result in the de facto creation of a derelict site, empty and ripe for subsequent development. 

Further interesting details can be found in this Stratford Herald article:
http://www.stratford-herald.com/category/save-wellesbourne-airfield
I work at Wellesbourne as a flight instructor and so I know that it has good road access (unlike Halfpenny Green) giving it a natural priority as a base for recreational and training aviation serving the catchment area of south Birmingham. The airfield is also the base for the team maintaining Vulcan XM655 in taxiable condition. All in all, the airfield and its surrounds represent an irreplaceable part of British heritage.


I would be most grateful if you would consider these matters, and thereafter if you could find it appropriate to lend your voice and influence to the purpose of keeping Wellesbourne alive as a local aviation asset.

Yours faithfully,
Wellesbourne Airfield facing imminent extinction! 

- because the owners are threatening to demolish its buildings in their bid to secure sale of the land for development.

Wellesbourne Airfield is owned by a large family, the Littlers, who for the most part, have little interest in aviation (apart that is from Mike Littler who is the Airport Manager). Acting on the family’s behalf, solicitors have been trying to sell the land as a site for a housing project. Consequently a developer (Gladmans) drafted a proposal for 1600 homes, a plan which would have dramatically increased the land value of the site. However Stratford council has not approved this idea as it goes against the spirit and letter of their ‘Core Strategy’ for the district.

Now in a recent move, the owners have given notice that the buildings on the airfield are to be summarily demolished, something which apparently is in their legal writ to do! A preposterous situation exists where Stratford council, who do not want the housing project to go ahead, are now acquiescing in the plan to demolish the airfield’s buildings, an action which, if carried out, will surely result in the creation of a de facto site, empty and ripe for subsequent development. 
Wellesbourne Aerodrome is a thriving centre for General Aviation in the Midlands. It is home to more than a dozen businesses and also of course, it is the base for the team who maintain Vulcan XM655 in taxiable condition. All in all, the airfield and its surrounds represent an irreplaceable part of British heritage. Immediately to the North is the village of Chalcote, which would be seriously impacted by any development. 


Dave Scott-Morgan 5 DEC 2016


Useful Contacts:
Touchdown Café        



Matthew Timms  
07768 485850

Take Flight  
Flying school 

Mike Roberts       
01789 470424
Heli-Air  

Helicopter training 
Saun Brown 
01789 470476
Frankie Stuart    




Air Traffic Control
01789 842007

Mike Littler 





Airport Manager
01789 842007

Aeros   

Flying School

Tom Dunn

01789 470434

South Warwickshire School of Flying 
Rodney Galiffe
01789 840094
Wellesbourne Matters Website
http://wellesbournematters.com/


Notable dates:
13/07/2016: Stratford-on-Avon District Council - Stratford District Council's Core Strategy adoption helps safeguard Wellesbourne Airfield

05/04/2016: Warwick Courier - Hopes high after 'no houses' call for Wellesbourne Airfield

30/03/2016: Stratford Observer - Final consultation period for Stratford District Council’s Core Strategy modifications.

27/03/2016: Stratford Herald - Local News Save Wellesbourne Airfield Campaign Week 9: Businesses confident of a legal victory.

19/01/2016: Stratford Herald - Airfield Businesses Issued With Eviction Notices.

14/01/2016: Leamington Spa Courier - Wellesbourne housing fears return amid airfield evictions.

11/01/2016: Stratford Herald - Council Backs Airfield Businesses Hit With Eviction Notices.

