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Song Writing Degree Proposal

	
	L4 Semester 1
	L4 Semester 2
	L5 Semester 1
	L5 Semester 2
	L6 Semester 1
	L6 Semester 2

	Practical
	Song Writing Skills; Lyrics and Melody (20)
	Song Writing Skills; Prosody and Form (20)
	Writing for Digital Media (20)
	Commercial Song Writing (20)
	Performance Portfolio (20)
	Artistic Portfolio (20)

	Research
	Song Analysis (20)
	Music Theory Method (20)
	The Integration of Art and Faith (20)
	Contextual Studies (20)
	Research Project
(40)

	Employability
	Pursuit of Worship I (20)
	Understanding Creative Industries (20)
	Music Technology: A Creative Approach (20)
	Pursuit of Worship II (20)
	Artist Development (20)
	Professional Development and Career Planning (20)


	Practical
	
	
	

	Level 4 
	S1
	Song Writing Skills; Lyrics and Melody (20)
	Song writers often arrive at working on their craft from a musical journey but lyrics carry the message of any song. Beginning by establishing lyrical methods before then moving to melody this module will give students the tools to observe the world as lyricists and to understand the construction of melody, providing them with practical frameworks to compose effective songs. 

	
	S2
	Song Writing Skills; Prosody and Form (20)
	Writing great lyrics or a great melody is only one aspect aspect of composing great songs. The way in which they work together is vital to a song’s ability to communicate its purpose. Building on from the previous module, students will take their lyrical and melodic skills as the starting point for further exploration into prosody and song form. 

	Level 5
	S1
	Writing for Digital Media (20)
	Although most song writers often understand they don’t need to limit themselves to writing just for their own voice, there is still a wide variety of other industries that require songs. Through this module, students will learn about to shape their craft to writing song specifically for TV, radio, computer games, apps and other digital media. 

	
	S2
	Commercial Song Writing (20)
	For all the challenges writing songs as an artist brings, deciding your own artistic identify can often bring freedom. For the employable song writer however, writing to brief is a huge requirement. This module will give students the tools they need to interpret & deliver a variety of songs for a variety of real-world briefs. 

	Level 6
	S1
	Performance Portfolio (20)
	Being able to communicate your songs through performance is a vital skill for any song writer. Through this module students will look at how to use various performance methods to aid in the communication of a song. Methods will include, how to MD and arrange within a band context, the use of creative music technologies, performance analysis and more. 

	
	
	Artistic Portfolio (20)
	As the course begins to come to a close, this is the student’s opportunity to spend some time developing what will be the beginnings of their artistic career. It provides an opportunity to dive deeper into a compositional specialism of their choice and ultimately, write, record and release and an EP. 



	Research
	
	
	

	Level 4 
	S1
	Song Analysis (20)
	Learning from others often bring clarity to our own understanding and position. In this module students will learn several techniques to analyse a song. Methods will include exploring the context of the composition, the audience it was meant for, the type and use of language, the use of melodic, harmonic and sonic choices and ultimately the song’s effectiveness in implementing these elements. 

	
	S2
	Music Theory Method (20)
	This module gives students an understanding of harmonic construction, writing for other instruments, an introduction to arranging with instrument-specific notation, advanced chordal approaches and more.  

	Level 5
	S1
	The Integration of Art and Faith (20)
	This module critiques the creative arts as they intersect with the Christian faith throughout church history and into the modern era. Topics will include the nature of visual media, technology, and the relationship between art and the Bible. 

	
	S2
	Contextual Studies (20)
	Within this module, students will take a critical look at the world around them. Through studying such phenomena as postmodernism, political polarisation and the wider effect of social media, students will learn to better understand their own point of view, and can place those accurately within the context of the current global climate. 

	Level 6
	S1/2
	Research Project

(40)
	As the major written component of the degree, this allows students to undergo a negotiated research project. Topics could include (but are not limited to) event technology, worship, creativity, and the future of event technology in the age beyond social media. 


	Employability
	
	

	Level 4 
	S1
	Pursuit of Worship I (20)
	Students will have the opportunity to explore and outline biblical themes relating to worship and discover how that applies to practical life and responses. Students will learn new concepts and ways of application that are focused around personal and spiritual development.  

	
	S2
	Understanding Creative Industries (20)
	

	Level 5
	S1
	Music Technology: A Creative Approach (20)
	Music technology has never been as rapid in its development and thus its impact on song writing as it is now. This module will help students gain a wider understanding of music technology, how to use them and it can impact their compositional process. Students will focus on, Ableton, sampling, connectivity, integration of technology in performance contexts, integration of technology in compositional contexts and more. 

	
	S2
	Pursuit of Worship II (20)
	There is continued opportunity to engage in corporate acts of worship and prayer alongside the entire student body. Discussion and debate with students and staff remain a key part of the module and have proven to be an invaluable part of students’ spiritual development. 

	Level 6
	S1
	Artist Development (20)
	This will develop transferable leadership and vocational skills in addition to project management, strategic thinking and problem solving. The module will also consider the environmental and social impacts of the industry, marketing, sponsorship, and stakeholder management. 

	
	S2
	Professional Development and Career Planning (20)
	Students will learn how best to apply and communicate their skills to the varying career aspirations they have and will create a portfolio of employment focused tools to aid in their post-study journey. The module includes sessions delivered by visiting professionals in a wide variety of fields, as well as practical workshops and real-world, situated learning. 


Ideas unused

Music Publishing and Legality (20)

Any aspiring song writer needs to understand about song publishing and the business that surrounds it. Through this module, students will look at the entire publishing industry, how it all fits together and how to use it generate income and new opportunities from their songs. This module will also look at the legal implications of such an industry and the challenges the music business faces. 
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