21-today

Andy Richards

07708 564145
andy.richards@trinitymirror.com
Birmingham Mail,, Floor 6, Fort Dunlop, Fort Parkway,  Birmingham, B24 9FF 
Phil Hatton

07742 672727

605 5506  phil@philhatton.com
Alan Caves


07970 175839
alanjcaves@gmail.com
Julie Hambleton

07714 340303
jhambleton@hotmail.com

42 Crossway Lane, Birmingham  B44 8DN
Martin Smith

01342 328601
martinsmith@garagestudio.net
Carl Chinn 


07800 815867
carl@brummagem.fsnet.co.uk
Laurie Hornsby

445 1356
Tony Kelsey

07867 535628
tony-kelsey@hotmail.com, tonykelsey@me.com

Paul James

605 0005     07932 756666    paul@zoom-motion.co
Matthew O'Malley
331 6916

matthew.o'malley@bcu.ac.uk
Josh Herring 




jwr.herring@gmail.com
Yan Kyreschenko,  
07703 610678   Chameleon Bar
Yan60@hotmail.co.uk
Verity Milligan

07590 196182
admin@veritymilliganphotography.com
Jimmy Franks? 

jimmy.franks@bbc.co.uk 

Roger Ellory


07731 420239
roger@rjellory.com
Jeff T



07767 355259

Robin Lowe     


07504 981992
https://www.facebook.com/RobinJLowe67
Keith Wilkinson

keith.wilkinson@itv.com
centralnews@itv.com
Mike Olley 




mike_olley@yahoo.co.uk
Joy Strachan- Brain 



Joyofquill@aol.com
Big Bear 


454 7020
Marine,, Jim Simpson        admin@bigbearmusic.com

Gary Mason


07852 553979
Ethan Lowry 

07955 739272
ethanlowry@hotmail.co.uk
Paul Griffin


07765 867278
paul@griffinproductions.co.uk

Callum Watkinson

callum.watkinson@itv.com

Links:

http://www.reverbnation.com/davescottmorgan/song/21939841-21-today

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b04l2v93/midlands-today-19102014

http://www.itv.com/news/central/update/2014-10-21/video-song-commemorates-birmingham-pub-bombings/
https://itunes.apple.com/album/id927101015
http://youtu.be/BZ6o00f1WVM



24 Oct Matt O’Malley Mix
http://youtu.be/4BY1UtnQyJY



06 Nov chorus mix
http://youtu.be/zim9xQLTzVc                                             Concert backing track+video          
http://www.reverbnation.com/q/588g4x

=BigBrownSky


Email 11 Dec

rebecca.baratto@gmail.com
Katy.soumar@gmail.com
leonie@words.co.uk
beatricesun1994@gmail.com
To:  Rebecca Baratto, Katy Soumar, Leonie Jones, Yu-Mien Sun.

Hi guys!
First let me thank you for your sterling work on the ‘21 today’ Town Hall concert.
Well done! 

I listened to a recording of your string playing last week and it was all good stuff. 
Listening to it, I thought it would be nice to hear those sounds on a record -. ‘21 Today’ is already 
finished in that respect but I am planning to use the folk-blues version of ‘Abide with Me’ (which 
we segwayed into at the Town Hall concert) on an album of inspirational songs I am recording for release later next year.
I have checked the recording of your string parts and technically, it will work with the track!
You can hear the demo with your strings at:  
https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/abide-with-me/s-2c9lz
(this is a private listing)
So I just want to check with you guys if it is okay to use the Town Hall recording of your strings 
on my version of ‘Abide with Me’? And if so, are your names (as above) correct for the credits? 
I’d be grateful to hear your reply – and please come back with any questions.
Thanks again for contributing to the night. I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did.
All the best
Hi Dave,

Thank you so much for your email, and again for the opportunity to play with you and your band in the Town Hall. It was such a great experience.

It is completely fine with me for you to use the Town Hall recording for your version of 'Abide with Me'. I think it sounds great!

Thank you once again.

All the best,

Leonie

Hello David, 

It is Great. 

I agree with it. 

Thank You for your email 

It was pleasure to play with those people. 

Katerina

Hi Dave,

Sure I am happy to give permission! And yes the name is spelt correctly. Thanks

Best,    
Yu-Mien
Hello Dave!!! I did not get any email, had problems with gmail lar month. Yes for sure you can use the recording
My pleasure, was such a fantastic experience!
Thank you so much!!!

And my name is exactly how is written here in facebook, dont forget the ö acent please

Rebecca Köhler Baratto 

21 Today Running Order

First Half: 7:30 Concert Starts

Carl Chinn - Welcome, Introduction, Celebration, Town Hall 

5 minutes

Introduce Act

Shi Ling Chin & piano






12 mins

Carl Chinn








1 mins


Introduce Act

Dave Morgan and band with Hossam Rhamzy



6 mins 

Dave Introduce Hossam Rhamzy solo 




5 mins

Carl Chinn 








1 mins

Introduce Act

Steady Hands band







5 mins

Carl Chinn - Christmas in Brum





5 mins

Introduce Acts



Dave Pegg + Steve Gibbons






20 mins










TOTAL 60 MINS

8:30 Interval 
8:50 Intro Video running time 





3.40

Carl Chinn – Welcome back
Importance of Thanking,  


2 mins

Hambletons Thanks to organisations  Award/Presentation 


3 mins

Carl Chinn Introduce Act






1 mins





King Pleasure








20 mins





Carl Chinn thanks and Introduce Act





1 min

Jasper Carrott








10 mins

Jasper introduce Act







1 min

Quill









20 mins

Carl Chinn Introduce 21 Today song Short Interview Phil Hatton

3 mins

21-Today Song – Everybody






6 MINS










TOTAL 67 MINS

9.56 FINISH

	Birmingham Conservatoire Musicians

	Matt O’Malley
	331-6916
	

	Sebastiano Dessanay
	seb@sebastianodessanay.com
	

	Rebecca Köhler Baratto
	www.facebook.com/rebecca.baratto
	rebecca.baratto@gmail.com

	Katy Soumar
	FB: Katy Soumarová
	Katy.soumar@gmail.com

	Leonie Jones
	
	leonie@words.co.uk

	Yu-Mien Sun
	Yu-Mien Sun
	beatricesun1994@gmail.com


788 tickets sold !
Paul Griffin
Producer / Director / Editor / Composer
paul@griffinproductions.co.uk 
www.griffinproductions.co.uk
Mobile: 07765 867 278 
Thanks to all the performers involved:
Dr. Carl Chinn MBE

Shi Ling Chin
Josh Herring and Steady Hands
Birmingham Conservatoire musicians
Dave Scott-Morgan 
Martin Smith

Hossam Ramzy
Dave Pegg 
Steve Gibbons
King Pleasure & the Biscuit Boys
Charlie Grima

Jasper Carrott

Joy Strachan-Brain and Quill
Bev Bevan
Town Hall production team:

Alan Caves

Paul James
Ethan Lowry
Matt O’Malley

Winston’s Big Brother

Jim Simpson

Special acknowledgements: 

Birmingham Town Hall 

Birmingham City Council
Birmingham Conservatoire 


On behalf of Justice4the21

Julie & Brian Hambleton. 
21-today Contact List

King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys
Via Jim Simpson  jim@bigbearmusic.com
Quill 



via Alan Caves
Steve Gibbons

0121 440 3101               
Dave Pegg                  
peggyonthebass@btinternet.com
Phil Pickett 

07977 271854
Hossam Ramzy  

hossam@me.com
Martin Smith  

01342 328601       07782 152470 martinsmith@garagestudio.net
Zero Navigator 

Roger Ellory
        07731 420239
roger@rjellory.com
Dave Scott-Morgan
0121 476 5570     07791 466201    dave@scottmorgan.co.uk
Shi Ling Chin

via Birmingham Conservatoire
Steady Hand  

via Josh Herring Birmingham Conservatoire  
Dr. Carl Chinn 

07800 815867
carl@brummagem.fsnet.co.uk
PA system  

SSE, Redditch
via Alan Caves  
Lighting


Ian Libby

via Alan Caves


Media 


Paul James    605 0005   07932 756666  paul@zoom-motion.co
Town Hall


Chris Proctor
200 2000
  chris.proctor@thsh.co.uk  

Admin/Technical Support:
Julie Hambleton

07714 340303

jhambleton@hotmail.com

Matthew O'Malley
0121 331 6916

matthew.o'malley@bcu.ac.uk
Jim Simpson 

Big Bear Records  
jim@bigbearmusic.com

Andy Richards

07708 564145

andy.richards@trinitymirror.com
Alan Caves


07970 175839

alanjcaves@gmail.com
Mike Olley 




mike_olley@yahoo.co.uk
Yan Kyreschenko,  
Chameleon Bar

Yan60@hotmail.co.uk
Josh Herring 




jwr.herring@gmail.com

21 –Today – Birmingham Mail

Phil Hatton asked me to help write a song about the Birmingham Pub Bombings which killed 21. He had the line: ‘‘There’s ‘21 Today, 21 Yesterday and 21 Tomorrow’, and that telling phrase kick-started the song into being. From there it went through quite a lot of changes over more than a year, while we tried to figure out how best to tell the story. In the end the song speaks of somebody who is caught up in a sort of waking nightmare, reliving the tragic events that happened when he was no more than a kid back in Birmingham. He hears the cry again and feels the pain again. Finally the song returns back to the phrase: ‘still there’s ‘21 Today, 21 Yesterday and 21 Tomorrow’ because that sad refrain seems to circle forever around and above what took place in our city forty years ago.
Why ‘Twenty One Today’?
The number Twenty One, and what it represents, is something that we need to remember today, all the more because the authorities seem bent upon forgetting it and sweeping it under the carpet. 

Abide With Me:

This is my arrangement of the famous hymn by Henry F Lyte. 
The string section (Birmingham Conservatoire musicians Rebecca Baratto, Katy Soumar, Leonie Jones and Yu-Mien Sun) was recorded at Birmingham Town Hall on 20 November 2014 on the occasion of the '21 Today' memorial concert.
https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/abide-with-me/s-2c9lz
DVD text (limited chrs!)
Birmingham Town Hall, 20 November 2014. The '21 Today' memorial concert - Here is the song and a backstage chat with the artists. Also included is an .mp3 of the '21 Today' single plus a slide show of commemorative photos. 

YouTube backstage text:
Birmingham's magnificent Town Hall, 20 November 2014: It's the '21 Today' memorial concert and Paul Griffin's roving camera captures the backstage vibes and the musician's thoughts and feelings about the event of 40 years ago and the night's commemoration.

21 Today Web text
21 today is the name of the concert and the song. The concert was at Birmingham Town Hall, 20 November 2014. You can still buy the song and support the cause from links on this site. Thanks for visiting. 
Song page text:

'21 today' - composed by Brummies Phil Hatton and Dave Scott-Morgan is an epitaph to the worst mass murder in peacetime Britain which remains to this day, an unsolved crime. This is the 'opera' version to be played at the memorial concert at Birmingham Town Hall on 20 November 2014.  

DVD text:
21 today is the name of the concert and the song in memory of the 21 killed in the Birmingham Pub Bombing outrage of 1974. The concert was held on 20 November 2014 at Birmingham Town Hall, and many local artists appeared free of charge including Jasper Carrot, Quill, King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys, Steve Gibbons, Dave Pegg and many more. This commemorative DVD features the opera version of the ’21 Today’ anthem - first performed at the concert - plus a ‘roving camera’ peek at backstage activity laced with artists interviews. Also included is a slide show of photographs from the night as a memento to the occasion. The concert is over but the campaign continues: the worst mass murder in peacetime Britain remains to this day, an unsolved crime.
To support the cause go to www.justice4the21

by Justice4the21 for a resolution to 
If you were at the concert this  
We must apologies to artists not represented on this ‘roving’ camera style interview 
, both dedicated to
21-Today Video Credits


Oct 2014
STILLS:
Bllue Rainy Night Wallpaper #2115

Ryuuken
hdw.eweb4.com
Verity Milligan     07590 196182
admin@veritymilliganphotography.com

YOUTUBE:

Mr Williams:

Fondos para videos - backgrounds for videos (Mr. Williams Blues)

Uzziel Productions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnOj4J8PM4s

JoJoMusata:

Urban Abstract - Musuta for TV Nelonen 4

JOJO MUSUTA

Urban Abstract was created by Jopsu Ramu and Timo Huhtala - creative team and founders of Musuta Ltd. 

Jopsu Ramu is a young female designer and Creative Director of Musuta Ltd. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsekcY04xvQ

HerrGalvez:

Fondos para video - Backgrounds for video - Depredadores- predators

http://www.twitter.com/#!/herrgalvez

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7ubCyQV3WI

Birmingham Colour Video

Birmingham City Centre - Colour Video - March 1981

New Street Station, Old Bullring and Rotunda

by Paul Donovan   (Commercial Photographer and Taxi Driver from Bromsgrove. I also Restore Army Tanks for a hobby!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIDTmZWvA5g
Birmingham Pub Bombings 1974

M J Niels McGuinness
A Carlton documentary that aired in 1999 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Birmingham Pub Bombings.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGHPHQEnnQo
Mix 5 video:-
http://youtu.be/o0N2XVd8lyE
Running order :



Start: Classical/JH/MOM

Dave Scott Morgan 21 Today

Steve Gibbons

Dave Pegg & Phil Pickett
-----------Interval------------

Jasper Carrot (10 mins)

Quill

Zero Navigator

King Pleasure

21-Today (all)

21 today single on Soundcloud mix5M.mp3
share
https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/21-today
embed

<iframe width="100%" height="450" scrolling="no" frameborder="no" src="https://w.soundcloud.com/player/?url=https%3A//api.soundcloud.com/tracks/169300554&amp;auto_play=false&amp;hide_related=false&amp;show_comments=true&amp;show_user=true&amp;show_reposts=false&amp;visual=true"></iframe>

Lyrics Vid assembled in:  Windows Live Movie Maker   File=   21-today.wlmp

Video backdrop images & videos by:

Verity Milligan

Anthony Dalton ?

Urban Abstract by Jojo Musuta

Fondos Para Video Herr Galvez & Mr Williams 

Carlton News footage 1974

‘21 Today’ tells the story of someone saddened by tragic loss, reliving the memory walking the city streets in a waking nightmare. 
 

Gary 6 Oct:
Hi all, I'm sure many of you here in Birmingham City Centre Past can remember the horrific event that took place nearly 40 years ago in our city, of course I am talking about the bombing of the Mulberry Bush and the Tavern in the Town pubs in November, 1974. 21 innocent people lost their lives and many, many more were injured. Still to this day, it remains an unsolved crime. 

On the 40th anniversary, there will be a memorial concert dedicated to those affected by the tragedy, held in Birmingham Town Hall. There is going to be some great bands playing, including Dave Scott-Morgan﻿, who along with Phil Hatton﻿ have written a beautiful song called "21 Today" as a tribute to the lives lost, you can hear the song right here: https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/21-today The song will be available to purchase from Oct 24th.


If you would like to come along and be part of the night, go to this page and follow the links for tickets. 
http://www.21-today.com
 
To find out more about the cause and get involved please visit the website:
http://www.justice4the21.co.uk/


We need to urge our government and police force to reopen the investigation, we need to find and prosecute the people responsible, and get Justice for the 21. And along with this, we urgently need your support. From everyone at #Justiceforthe21, thanks for reading and we hope to see you there.

25 Sep

Dave,
See below from Matt at the Conservatoire.  Probably best if you guys talk about this directly to one another.  It will save time!
R.
============ Forwarded message ============
From : Matthew O'Malley<Matthew.O'Malley@bcu.ac.uk>
To : "roger" <roger@rjellory.com>
Date : Thu, 25 Sep 2014 09:30:15 +0000
Subject : Re: String section
============ Forwarded message ============

Hi Roger,

You are correct that the classical element would be solo violin with piano accompaniment for that particular movement of the violin concerto. If you need a string quartet as well I will ask our string dept. for one. Will the music be written in standard score?

Cheers,

Matthew O'Malley

Studio Manager
Birmingham Conservatoire
0121 331 6916
matthew.o'malley@bcu.ac.uk
Certified Master Logic Pro & Final Cut ProX

26 Sep. 14  Reg’d with 

PPL,

Label name as ‘GDR’ to avoid ‘Grimm Doo’ on label!!
Contributors:  ALAN PIANO SMITH,  MARTIN A SMITH.

(Formerly unregistered)
PRS PHILIP THOMAS HATTON Reg’d  with 21 Today 50%

The 21
  Jane Davis 17

  Michael Beasley 30

  Lynn Bennett 18

  Stanley Bodman 51

  James Caddick 40

  Thomas Chaytor 28

  James Craig 34

  Paul Davis 20

  Charles Gray 44

  Anne Hayes 19

  Maxine Hambleton 18

  John Jones 51

  Neil Marsh 20

  Marylin Nash 22

  Pamela Palmer 19

  Desmond and Eugene Reilly

  Maureen Roberts 20

  John Rowland 46

  Trevor Thrupp 33

  Stephen Whalley 21
Verity Milligan

email: admin@veritymilliganphotography.com
phone: 07590196182
Pics on My Videos/vids/21-today/
08 Sep 14
Hi Verity,
Much taken by the gorgeous pics of Birmingham on your website. 
My name is Dave Scott-Morgan and I am presently working on a song for the upcoming 40th anniversary memorial to the Birmingham Pub Bombings. If you have the time please check this out at www.21-today.com. I am also assembling images for use in a video to be played as a backdrop to the song at the Town Hall memorial concert on November 20th and to this end, I think your pictures would perfectly exemplify the ‘now’ context as the narrative of the song moves between ‘now’ and ‘then’. 
I would be grateful if you could let me know if some of your Birmingham pictures could be used in this way for this event. 

Hi everyone,

Below are some bullet point minutes from Tuesday's (19) meeting. Sorry for the delay in getting them out.

Attending: Julie Hambleton, Jim Simpson, Alan Caves, Phil Hatton, Broad St manager Mike Olley, Martin Smith, Roger Ellory, Steve Gibbons, Andy Richards  
Apologies:Joy Strachan-Brain, Dave Scott Morgan, Carl Chinn. Josh Herring, Matthew O'Malley

* 104 tickets sold so far

* RE to liaise with JH/MOM re Laura Mvula offering £500 for her technical expenses. He will email everyone the outcome

* MO generously offered to cover this cost

* If available Laura would be asked to do 20 minutes as the headline act

* AC said sound system would cost £450 - this will need to come from ticket sales

* AC had drawn up a draft schedule/running order for the night, initially giving each act 15 minutes, allowing 5 minutes for the change-over and allowing for an interval of 25 minutes.

* At the suggestion of JS two alternative running orders were drafted, one with Laura, one without.

Running order 1:

Running order 2:  King pleasure would headline with others involved.

Start: Classical/JH/MOM

Dave Scott Morgan 21 Today

Steve Gibbons

Dave/Phil

-----------Interval------------
Jasper Carrot (10 mins)

Quill

King Pleasure

Zero Navigator

Laura MVula

21-Today (all)

* JH welcomed Steve Gibbons to the meeting on behalf of everyone.

* Acknowledged the running order would be tight, either way and Carl, as compere would have to be very slick in links between acts.

* While changes were taking place there will be presentations to people/messages of support/memories (AR can supply from Mail news copy if necessary)

* 21 Today will be sung at start and finish and a backing track used. Lyrics on video screen for punters to join in.

* AC stressed the need for good video pics/sequences to be used throughout the night to enhance the show. Someone needs to take ownership of this issue!!

* Bev Bevan will be involved with Quill.

* Thought needs to be given to rehearsals prior to the event

* We cannot have the Town Hall until 12.30pm on the day, which puts us under huge pressure. JS to talk to Chris re getting in earlier and for free.

* JH said she had contact with two other bombing victims' families, the Thrupps and the Beasleys. The Thrupp family want 20 tickets (4 VIPs), the Beasleys 4 VIPs.

* AR to produce press release for JH to send to BBC Midlands Today, Central, Radio WM and others on or around September 1.

* AR said it would be good to have the song 21-Today completed by then, so that those receiving the press release can be directed to it/give it airplay etc

* MS said this would be possible, but Dave Scott Morgan later called to say it couldn't be done by then. Dave to advise when the song will be ready. The press stuff will go out then.

* There are several bands who have expressed an interest in playing but cannot be accommodated at the show. They will be encouraged to play gigs in venues near the Town Hall from Wed to Sat of that week.

* The bands will be encouraged to give their takings of £200 to add to whatever we raise on the night.

* In return the Mail will publicise what they are doing and where they are playing.

* JS and PH to liaise re this issue.

* PH to steer plan for commemorative CD with a view to having this ready and on sale on the night of the show.

* AR to email AC with PDF re press coverage,

* All to email AR with a few lines about why they are supporting the event and to be prepared for radio/TV interviews if required.

* AR later checked and Birmingham Mail has images of 17 of the 20 pub bombing victims which can be used for video on the night

* AR later checked and Robert Plant, who was mentioned at the meeting, is gigging at Wton Civic on the same night, ruling him out.

* Date of next meeting is Tuesday, September 23 at 1pm (PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIME!)

Press release:

THE 40th anniversary of the Birmingham pub bombings will be marked with a charity concert celebrating the lives of those who were murdered.

The show, called 21 Today, in memory of the 21 who lost their lives, will also say thank-you properly for the first time to the emergency services and all who risked their own lives on the night to save many others.

The event, on Thursday, November 20 at Birmingham Town Hall will feature the likes of Steve Gibbons, Quill, former ELO musicians Dave Scott-Morgan and Martin Smith, author R J Ellory’s band Zero Navigator, King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys and classical musicians from Birmingham Conservatoire.

Birmingham-born singer-songwriter Phil Pickett, whose wife was injured in the bombings, and percussionist Hossam Ramzy will also be involved, with more acts to be confirmed shortly. 

And the show will feature a specially recorded song, 21 Today, which has been produced for the occasion.

The artists are performing for free and all the money raised will be split between Birmingham Children’s Hospital and the Acorns Trust.

21 Today has been organised by Justice4the21, the Birmingham group campaigning for the truth behind the pub bombings.

Julie Hambleton, whose sister, Maxine, was among the victims, said: “This show will be a celebration and it will complement other more commemorative events in that week. 

“We want to celebrate the lives of those we lost, the joy and happiness they brought to us.

“We want to celebrate the fantastic work the fire service and taxi drivers did on the night, along with the ambulance service, the police and the Salvation Army who were also on the scene.

“And we want to celebrate the fact that although the bombers left many dead, they could never kill the spirit of the people in our great city.

“I am truly humbled by the artists taking part who are giving their time for free, and by all those working with us to make this event a success.

“We are hoping to reveal further artists over the next few weeks so this is a very exciting time for us.

“I think it will be uplifting and memorable, and I hope we can raise lots of money for two very worthwhile causes.

“So I’m calling on the people of Birmingham to join us at the Town Hall and help us send out a message to whoever was behind this dreadful crime all those years ago.

“The message is simple - evil, such as that which you brought to our city, will never triumph over good.”

Hosting the event will be Birmingham historian and Birmingham Mail columnist Carl Chinn.

On the night of the tragedy, November 21 1974, the CBSO were playing  at the Town Hall.

Concert-goers remember being told to go home promptly and not to loiter in the city because bombs had gone off.

At 21 Today classical musicians will perform part of the same work, giving a special link back to 1974.

And representatives from the emergency services will be presented with bouquets to thank them for all they did.

“It’s high time that this was done because there is no doubt many of those who were badly hurt only survived because of the bravery and quick-thinking of these wonderful people,” said Julie.

Tickets for the event are priced £12.50. They are available from www.thsh.co.uk

For general inquiries email concert@21-today.com
  
21-today brandish
21-today Nightclub BTN
[image: image41.jpg]




‘21 today’ is the name of a memorial concert at Birmingham Town Hall, Thursday 20 November 2014, to commemorate the Birmingham Pub Bombings of 40 years ago in which 21 died and 182 were injured. 


The song written for the event repeats the phrase at the beginning and end:   - ‘There’s 21 today, 21 yesterday and 21 tomorrow’ – an epitaph to the worst mass murder in peacetime Britain which remains to this day, an unsolved crime. 

Local historian Carl Chinn will be the compère for ’21 Today’ and, at the time of writing, the set list includes King Pleasure and Biscuit Boys, Roger Ellory and Band, Steve Gibbons, Joy Strachan/and Quill, Dave Scott-Morgan (but note, the list is developing rapidly). 
The event is being organised in conjunction with the Birmingham Mail (Andy Richards) and the Justice for the 21 campaign group. 
Birmingham Council has funded venue costs and all proceeds are going to local charities.



Further information to be posted on this site as it becomes available 
I have a hand in the writing of a song for the event (demo at www.21-today.com), 

Joy Strachan (Quill) and Steve Gibbons have started the ball rolling re providing live music on the night, Carl Chinn is set to compere the event, and the contributions will include a classical piece to mirror the piece played by the CBSO at their Town Hall concert on the actual night of the bombings 40 years ago. 

Jim Simpson and colleague, Joy Strachan-Brain, Roger Ellory, Martin Smith, Dave Scott-Morgan, Yan from The Chameleon Restaurant and Bar, Julie Hambleton, Andy Richards 

alanjcaves@gmail.com

concert@21-today.com    passw=cz8    15 Jul





21 Today                        Phil Hatton & Dave Scott-Morgan, 13 June 2013 ( 

Oh just a thought in my mind…   

And I really don’t know why it still gets me so

after all this long time 


but there’s Twenty one today
Twenty one yesterday, Twenty one tomorrow

The sky looks the same over Birmingham
as I stand inside the rain

thinking of faces I would know, 
friends who would come and go
and laugh and joke and play
Oh and there’s twenty one today
who never grow old

Now time has played a trick on me  
- sent me back in history, and I’m there

I’m walking down that road again
Twenty something old again, not a care 
With shadows dancing in the smoke 

I push my hands down deep in my coat, it’s freezing!
As I turned my collar to the biting wind    
I thought I saw your face again, Am I dreaming?
And I hear the cry, and I feel the pain

And I’m living in that night of fear again

Just for a moment…
While shadows dance inside the smoke 

I push my hands down in my coat

I turned my collar to the biting wind    

And I thought I saw your face again, 

But it was just for a moment…
And I hear the cry, and I feel the pain

And I’m living in that night of fear again
So many times I’ve tried to understand it

But I don’t have the words to say
‘cept there’s Twenty one today, 

Twenty one yesterday and Twenty one tomorrow.
Hi folks,

Thanks for the various phone conversations/emails I've received regarding Monday's meeting.

I said in my previous email, I would follow it up with an agenda, which is below.

If I've omitted anything/anyone, my apologies in advance.

We'll pick up on it on Monday.

See you all here at The Fort at 2pm. 

Regards,

Andy

AGENDA:

1. Welcome guests.

2. Items confirmed:

*Carl Chinn with compere

*Artists confirmed: King Pleasure and Biscuit Boys, Roger Ellory and Band, Steve Gibbons, Dave Scott-Morgan, Joy Strachan/Quill

2. Updates needed

* Decision needed to confirm the name of the event.

* Decision needed to confirm ticket prices

* Ruby Turner, Roy Wood, CBSO/Bham Conservatoire....?

* Running order/programme

* The song, 21 today

* Did we make the Town Hall Brochure JH was confirming with Ceri and liaising with JS

* Jim Simpson meeting with Chris Baldock - Jim to report on this and other issues: sound/lighting/rehearsals/outside gear requirements/Izzy McClaughlin/Digital/video screens

* Julie to report on her calls/inquiries: Ticket prices/Ceri at Town Hall/ special events staff/Adrian Goldberg/Emergency Services contacts for presentations/Do BH/JH wish to speak at some point/ Charities supported

* Andy to report on his tasks: Edgar Carless/Salvation Army/Bham Conservatoire

* VIP invites and families of the 21

* Commemorative CD: PH was exploring this - will need a report next time.

* Chameleon Bar sponsorship of event - 21 searchlights?

* John White 

3. The next steps....

4. Date of next meeting


21 Today
This is a musical memorial to the Birmingham Pub Bombings of November 1974 in which twenty one people died ("there's 21 today, 21 yesterday and 21 tomorrow"). Written by Brummies Phil Hatton and Dave Scott-Morgan, this version is the full operatic arrangement (running for 5:35) projected for the live performance at the commemorative concert scheduled on 20 November 2014, at Birmingham Town Hall. Musicians on this demo are Dave Scott-Morgan, Alan Pianosmith and Alex Lowe.

Ruby Turner:  27 June 2014 

Hi Ruby,
A-propos our brief phone chat on Wednesday:-
On Thursday November 20, under the title ’21 Today’, there 
will be a concert at the Town Hall in commemoration of the 

21 people who died in the Birmingham pub Bombings of 

40 years ago (Thursday November 21 1974).

I have a hand in the writing of a song for the event (demo 
at www.21-today.com), Joy Strachan (Quill) and Steve Gibbons 

have started the ball rolling re providing live music on the night, 

and the event is being organised in conjunction with the Birmingham 

Mail (Andy Richards) and the Justice for the 21 campaign 

(www.justice4the21.co.uk) with all proceeds going to local 

charities. 

Ruby, if you could support this in any way it would be great. 
Please come back to me if so, or for any more info.

07791 466201 
terawallpaper.com  27 June 2014
Who did the painting 'City Street Night Rain' - I see it is one of many uploaded by Anthony Dalton - is he the artist?? I'd like to use this image on a website and credit the artist.
Andy Richards  27 June 2014
Hi Andy

I have purchased the domain 21-today.com. 
At present I have just parked access to the song on it. 
The background I have used is called City Street Night Rain, a free wallpaper from terawallpaper.com. I think it represents quite an iconic image as a backdrop to text, photos etc. for this event ????
Copy of email to Ruby below.
Hi all  28 June

Dave here.

I have put up a parking webpage with the snazzy address of  www.21-today.com. (!!)

This domain can be used as the 'base' to develop and later, publicize the event. There is a link to the Justice4the21 web site ('campaign') and more pages/links can be added as we go.  Anyway, check it out and let me have any feedback. 
Joy, I have you down as Joy Strachan - not sure if this is correct for you??

Not sent:
BTW I have been looking at newsreel footage for a video backdrop. 
My thinking is I would like to ask a creative video outfit to play with rendering it with a surrealistic effect. This would be to a) make it more interesting for young folk and b) to express the 'lost era' of the time and c) frankly, to take the sting out of the raw footage. 
If you know of anyone who is good at this sort of thing please let me  know. My software is pretty archaic. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FB Group: Birmingham City Centre Past


53 people Like this
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Caroline Timmins I will never forget that night! I didn't know any of those killed or injured but I think I can speak for most of our city when I say we all felt the pain and anguish for the victims and their families. It was a dreadful time for Birmingham!
2 July at 17:18 · Like · 9

· [image: image2.jpg]



Chris Rodrigues i remember that night was meeting friends in the tavern in the town and wanted to watch monty pythons flying circus on tv so rang my friends and arranged to meet later ,the programme was interupted with the news of the bombings , i would have been there with my friends but for mpfc
2 July at 17:41 · Like · 3

· [image: image3.jpg]



Sue Masefield I was in the Tavern when the bomb went off, I was sitting at the other end to where the bomb was placed, I walked out without a scratch, just covered in black dust. I ran to the telephones in Stevenson Street, and rang my Mom to tell her I was ok. I didn't get home till 11.30 as all the bus's were stopped. it was a dreadfully sad time.
2 July at 17:42 · Edited · Like · 10
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Mark Bushell Your guardian angel was watching over you that night Sue Masefield
2 July at 17:58 · Like · 9
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Sue Masefield I think you are right, I was only 16 at the time, I can remember everything about that night, just like it was yesterday.
2 July at 18:03 · Like · 5

· [image: image6.jpg]



Annie Deeley A young woman I lived next to had her face disfigured by the bomb and a young guy who worked for my mom and dad lost his leg! My mom, from near Dublin, was threatened more than once. I was also evacuated from a cinema due to a bomb scare. We lived in fear for a while there. So scary.
2 July at 18:03 · Like · 3

· [image: image7.jpg]



Garry Blakeman My dads best mate Trevor Thrupp died in the mulberry bush. they both were drivers on the trains at new st. I never met him but dad used to tell me stories about him RIP Uncle Trev
2 July at 18:04 · Edited · Like · 5
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Kip McMahon I remember it all too well.
2 July at 18:11 · Like · 2
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Kay Grainger My husband was involved in the clear up of the devastation for 3 days and nights M.E.B. I was working at Selly Oak telephone exchange dealing with the heart breaking calls, trying to help people get emergency numbers, it was chaos for days and days.
2 July at 18:15 · Like · 4

· [image: image10.jpg]



Maureen O'neill I've shared this great song - -- I worked in The Mulberry Bush for almost 3 years but had left about 6months before - if it had been the next night ( Friday) not only would me and my ex be in there but so would a lot more of our friends as it was I lost enough of them that night --R.I.P

2 July at 18:19 · Like · 4
· [image: image11.jpg]



Valerie Kelly so terriblex
2 July at 18:33 · Like · 2
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Gary Mason Thanks for your interest guys! please share and let everyone know we all still remember
2 July at 19:12 · Edited · Like

· [image: image13.jpg]



Lou Turner can i buy this whats the title its lovely and i remember this night so clearly
2 July at 19:16 · Like · 1
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Pat Wilkes I would also like to buy it, its lovely
2 July at 19:19 · Like · 2

· [image: image15.jpg]



Gary Mason its called 21 today, written by Dave Scott Morgan ( Of ELO) and Phil Hatton. Its not for sale right now, but it will be out soon and we are going to try and make it a national hit. I will let you know when it is on Itunes and available on physical copy. For now we just want the video shared so we can raise some awareness on the event  This is just the demo, its still needs to be properly mixed and mastered but when it is done, ill make sure ill let you all know  Really great support here guys thankjs a lot, if you all want to add me as a friend, and send me an inbox to let me know you want a copy, and ill make sure i get Dave to sign a cd and send it to you for no extra cost. Much love people.

2 July at 19:28 · Like · 5



Shirley Arden Fouren Giving my age away here but I was 10 years old when the Birmingham pub bombings took place, I had recently started School in Edgbaston and was travelling into Birmingham each day from Alcester, I knew what had happened wasnt all that far from my School, We soon had not only fire drill but bomb drill,
2 July at 20:12 · Like · 1
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Jon Jones The Tavern was a regular pub for us after work or in the evenings. The night the bomb went off was the week we were on holiday. What if ....... 
2 July at 20:24 · Like · 2
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Karen Mughal I remember it well I was in the what is know as the odeon that night the whole place rocked horrid nite
2 July at 21:02 · Like · 1
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Alex Webster Christopher Webster!
2 July at 22:17 · Like

· [image: image20.jpg]



Chris Smith I was in my final year training as a nurse and was working a late shift at The General Hospital. One of the visitors to the ward went off to get his bus outside the Odeon and was turned back. He came back to the ward to sit with his wife saying he thought there was a fire, but v quickly a message was sent round from Matron to say there had been an explosion and no staff would be allowed to leave the hospital at the end of their shift. I stayed until 1am, checking patients into A&E. I saw some terrible sights and as a 21 year old I was devastated that anyone could consider doing such a hateful thing. Those were dark days.......

2 July at 22:17 · Like · 7
· [image: image21.jpg]



Carol Pearce I was in the tavern, the bomb was just behind me. I am just very grateful and thankful that I am here today. With alovely husband and three great children and one wonderful grand daughter. I thank God for the good that came out of the bombing for me, and for all the support shown to everyone injured or who had lost loved ones. I learnt to walk again, my burns healed, my hearing has dteriated threw the years but I am here. A concert will be a good way of remembering. I had not heard anything about this until now. Where and when will it be. How do musicians apply to be part of this gig, my son is highly involved in the miusic scene. So please tell us. All the best. C x

3 July at 00:15 · Like · 8
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Annette Holmes Good to hear from so many that escaped after that dreadful terrorist attack.
3 July at 09:28 · Like

· [image: image23.jpg]



Gary Mason I think all the bands are booked up for the event, it should be held in the town hall on 21st of novemeber, but we are still waiting for confirmation. Ill speak to Dave and get the link to the website where you can find out more and keep up with info 
3 July at 09:30 · Like · 1
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John Prew I was working behind the bar that night. Got away with minor injuries and damaged ear drum. God bless those that died I think everyday how lucky I am.
3 July at 09:48 · Like · 4
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Derek Foster John Prew, I don't think you will remember me (last 24 bus and I got you your part time job at South Aston) I can recall the day after wondering if you were ok.
3 July at 10:16 · Like
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John Prew Hi Derek I remember the last 24 I lived in Yardley Wood. It's great of you to remember me but I can't remember you, sorry but there are lots of things I have forgotten. Where did you live?
3 July at 10:27 · Like

· [image: image27.jpg]



Rob Sutherland I remember wondering if u were ok mr F!! 
3 July at 11:53 · Like

· [image: image28.jpg]



Shirley Arden Fouren Been readimg some of your posts people, What happened that awful night has touched the lives of so many of you,I am humbled to read the comments of a survivor and the experiences of someone who as a student nurse at The General saw the horrible results of that night, I was a kid at the time but old enough to grasp people were killed and badly injured, Lives affected forever, I will always remember,
3 July at 12:46 · Like · 3
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Gary Mason I had no idea this post would become so popular! Thanks to all of you for sharing your stories! some great reading here. Tragic day for our city.
3 July at 13:26 · Like · 2

· [image: image30.jpg]



Jon Jones I'm not sure popular is the word Gary Mason. They were horrible times, and those of us that were around at that time remember the suspicion and bad feeling that surrounded the incident afterwards. These days the young don't (thankfully) have to think too much about going out for a drink at night .... but back then, imagine sitting in a pub having a drink and always feeling "concern" at the back of your mind. People being grabbed for leaving bags unattended. Abuse against innocent Irish folk. This thread brings back the memories, and how lucky some of us were

3 July at 13:36 · Like · 3
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Gary Mason What i mean by popular is it has has a lot of interest maybe popular isnt the right word, but for the lack of my vocabulary that will have to do  I wasnt born when the attacks happened. It must have been awful times, its good we have come out of these dark days and we dont have to worry about these sort of things happening so much nowadays.
3 July at 13:39 · Like · 3
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David Reed My grandparents lived at Holloway Head, & heard the explosion from there.
Then the constant noise of ambulances going to the Accident hospital!
Sad times indeed. 

3 July at 13:57 · Like
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Colin Gooch I was doing my homework - when ATV interrupted Father Brown to give news of the bombing - news coverage that went on long into the night. 24 hours before the attack I had been sheltering in the doorway of the Tavern (it was raining hard) after the Odeon had been evacuated because of a bomb scare - frightening times
3 July at 14:05 · Like
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Norma Snape i was working in the hotel opposite the tavern on the 9th floor debris went higher than 9th floor from the blast i still see some of the people who were injured in flashbacks, so god know how the emergency services people cope my heart goes out to the loved ones lost that night
3 July at 15:48 · Like

· [image: image35.jpg]



David Reed Is there a memorial to Captain Ronald Wilkinson anywhere in Birmingham, who was killed in Edgbaston defusing a bomb in 1973?
If not he deserves to have one.
3 July at 16:51 · Like · 1

· [image: image36.jpg]



Shirley Arden Fouren I dont think there is, Would I be correctw in thinking that the bomb he was defusing was at an advertising company who had offices by st George church ?
3 July at 17:03 · Like
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Glynis Phelps so sad i had been in town that day with my son .i had 2 bomb scares and after that night i never whent back to town for years
3 July at 17:11 · Like

· [image: image38.jpg]



Colin Gooch Captain Wilkinson's photograph hangs permanently outside the Lord Mayor's office in the Council House and I would imagine he is remembered at the National Memorial Arboretum
[image: image39.jpg]



3 July at 17:19 · Edited · Like · 1
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David Reed What good is a memorial where no one can see it?
We, in this city, suffered more than most, & those soldiers from the RAOC bomb disposal sections were on the front line trying to protect us.
The least we can do is have a memorial in a prominent place, were it can be seen by everyone!



21 Today


Anna Marchant  (for Andris Nelsons) 

Hello Anna

It was good meeting you today on the telephone. 

As I mentioned, I was once part of the Birmingham group Electric Light Orchestra (ELO) who were of course during the 70s and 80s, very successful. 

My colleague Phil Hatton (also involved with ELO), is currently helping to organise for the city a commemorative event for the 40th anniversary of the pub bombings of November 1974 in which 21 people died. 

In support of this memorial, Phil and I have written a song (’21 Today’) and Sir Albert Bore (Birmingham Council) has provided the Town Hall for a concert on the evening of Thursday 20th November 2014 at which several local groups will be represented, and we will be performing this song. 

At this stage I am wondering if this concert project might be something the CBSO could be part of and with this in mind I attach an mp3 of the song for Andris Nelsons to listen to. Please come back if there is any download problem. Note the demo can also be played (but not downloaded) at:  https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/21today
The music has several movements and our intention is to perform the full version (which we have labelled ‘21 Today - the Opera’) at the November concert and to release a shorter edited version as a single. I believe the music might lend itself to orchestral accompaniment either completely or in interludes. Anyway please find attached the demo for Andris Nelsons.

I look forward to hearing back from you to see if there is any mileage in this idea. 
If you want any further information please call me, 

Dave on 07791 466201 or Phil on 07742 672727.

PS I understand that the BBC are screening an important documentary about the Pub Bombings sometime this year. I can let you know more about this as schedules get fixed.

Gareth Malone


To presenters@curtisbrown.co.uk
Recently Phil Hatton (Jeff Lynne's road manager) met Gareth Malone whilst he was working with Jeff for the Children in Need show.
I am contacting you to inform you that Phil and Dave Scott-Morgan (former Electric Light Orchestra guitarist) have written a memorial song for the 21 victims of the Birmingham bombings. It is the 40th year anniversary this year and there will be a concert on Thursday 20th November in the Birmingham Town Hall in commemoration.
There was a recent documentary on TV about when the brother and sister of one of the victims met up with one of the Birmingham Six (who were jailed for the bombings and then acquitted). The BBC I believe are also scheduling an important documentary about these events sometime this year.
I thought an interesting TV show might be for Gareth to get victims families, emergency crew who attended the scene and maybe some of the Six along with some local pop/ rock singers to sing some of the song on the night of the concert. 

The demo is at:  https://soundcloud.com/davescottmorgan/21today
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1974 


*From January to March the Three Day Week is introduced by the Tory Government as a means to conserve electricity though a period of industrial action by miners.

There are power cuts, schoolchildren eat salads instead of warm meals because use of electric cookers is restricted and football at night is banned because floodlights use up too much energy.

Mid February sees disaster in the Barents Sea, north of Norway when the Hull-based Gaul fishing trawler sank, killing the entire 36-man crew. Curiously, no mayday signal was received, despite the trawler's on-board technology. The Gaul was nicknamed "the Unsinkable."

Prime Minister Ted Heath calls a General Election for February 28 in an attempt to end the dispute over the miner's strike.

On the eve of the election  Enoch Powell, the controversial Wolverhampton Tory MP who was dismissed from the shadow cabinet in 1968 for his 'Rivers of Blood' speech in Birmingham, opposing mass imigration, announces his resignation from the party in protest over Heath's decision to take Britain into the EEC.

The election results in the first hung Parliament since 1929. In the following few days Ted Heath fails to convince the Liberals to form a coalition and announces his resignation as PM, paving the way for Harold Wilson to become the first PM for the second time as Labour forms a minority Government. The first thing Wilson does is to make an improved pay offer to the miners who call off their strike.

In April, Patricia Cairns, a prison officer at Holloway, is ajiled for six years after pleading guilty at the Old Bailey to conspiring to effect the escape of Moors Murderess Myra Hindley.

Then, just a few weeks ago the year's second General  Election results in a marginal victory for Wilson giving Labour a narrow majority of just three seats.

On February 14 there was a record breaking breaking transfer involving a Midland footballer. Blues striker Bob Latchford becomes Britain's most expensive player when he joins Everton for £350,000.

England's World Cup winning manager Alf Ramsey is sacked by the Football Association after 11 years. He will later have a spell managing Blues

The vacancy is filled by Don Revie, manager of Football League Champions Leeds Utd, who accepts a £200,000 a year deal.

Revie is replaced at Leeds by Brian Clough, but Clough lasts barely two months before being dismissed over poor results. He will go on to join Nottingham Forest and lead them to two European Cup Final wins.

In boxing less than a month ago Mohammed Ali rope-a-doped George Foreman to take the world heavyweight title in the 'Rumble in the Jungle' in Zaire.

Major news stories include the attempted royal kidnap on March 20, when Ian Bell is foiled in a bid to kidnap Princess Anne and her husband Captain Mark Phillips in the Mall outside Buckingham Palace.

At the start of this month Judith Ward, dubbed the 'M62 bomber' is jailed for life for the murder of a dozen people who died when a bomb exploded on an army coach in February. She will spend 18 years in prison before her conviction is quashed after it is revealed she confessed due to a mental condition which caused attention seeking behaviour.

Closer to home, on November 8 Wolverhampton businessman Ronald Milhench is jailed for three years for forging Prime Minister Harold Wilson's signature to help pull off a property deal. In February his wife, Kathleen, drowns after a car he was driving crashes into Chasewater Lake, in Staffordshire. He manages to swim to ashore and police divers later find her body near the submerged vehicle. An inquest jury later returns a verdict of accidental death.

And barely a fortnight ago, there's the odd business with Lord Lucan who disappears after the murder of his children's nanny. A big investigation to hunt him down is continuing.

Fashions for men:  The collar lapels of his Army Surplus great coat are tucked underneath his shoulder-length hair. 

It's been an extraordinary year for bomb calls. Most, but not all, are hoaxes. There are so many that the telephonists at the Post & Mail are no longer surprised to take them. They are keeping a log book of all such calls, for everyone has to be referred to police immediately, and then management in the newsroom.

No-one can afford to take any chances over such calls with the IRA bombing campaign in full swing. Each one may be a matter of life or death.

Other big businesses are receiving such calls, too, and evacuations of office blocks seem to be taking place on an almost daily basis. But in Birmingham the Mail gets by far the most - probably because it's the city's largest media organisation.

There is no NIA, Brindleyplace, NEC, New Library of Birmingham or National Sealife Centre.

In regard to the latter a fish will soon terrify Birmingham - and the rest of the world.

For little known writer Peter Benchley has just published his first novel. It's called Jaws and will go on to sell 20 million and result in a blockbuster movie next year directed by Stephen Spielberg.

In the meantime another disaster movie is on the verge of being released and will do excellent business at the box office. It's called The Towering Inferno. It's already being heavily promoted in trailers. Those visiting the Odeon, New Street, tonight will see it. The films on tonight are The Planet of the Apes and Return to The Planet of The Apes.

Cinema is the big pastime - that and music Getting lots of juke box plays is David Essex who is topping the charts with Gonna Make You a Star, with Queen's Killer Queen and Barry White's You're the First, The Last, My Everything occupying second and third places. On the Glam Rock front it's been a big year for the likes of Sparks, Alvin Stardust and...Gary Glitter.

Slade - Noddy Holder, Jimmy Lea, Dave Hill and Don Powell are eight days away from launching their fourth album, Slade in Flame. The album will reach number 6 in the UK album chart and produce two hit singles, Far, Far Away and How Does it Feel.
The A38M is still something of a novelty, two years after opening in 1972. The seven-lane route through the Gravelly Interchange is the first in the UK to have a tidal flow system in a bid to minimise congestion. 

The Austin Allegro, with a rectangular steering wheel is big news in Birmingham. Made at Longbridge, it was launched 12 months ago and is seen as the big hope for the company's future. Book price it sells at £1,159.

The flagship model, the Vanden Plas 1500 automatic has been on sale for a month now.

BL is the city's biggest employer with around 22,000 workers. But the shop floor boys, with union convenor Derek Robinson - Red Robbo as he is dubbed in the media - are involved in so many walkouts and work to rules they seem to spend more time on strike than in work, he reckons.

Tony Benn, Secretary of State for Industry is only days away from announcing that the Government is stepping in to stabilize its capital. Next year the company will effectively be nationalised.

British Leyland also makes the likes of the Morris Marina, The Princess and The Maxi, but none of these, nor the Allegro, designed by Sir Alec Issignonis, can ultimately save it. It is doomed.

 The Allegro's "quartis" steering wheel - which allegedly gave drivers more leg room - will be quietly dropped in favour of a traditional round one in 12 months time. Nevertheless, between now and 1982 BL will make 642,350 of the so called "Flying Pigs" - the nickname being earned because the company has such impossible hopes for it.

A few days ago Langley sub post office manager Sidney Grayland was shot dead by a robber who also battered his wife, Peggy and left her for dead. The brutality has startled hardened police officers

As part of the investigation, thousands of local men are being questioned - a massive operation in terms of manpower and hours.

Mr Grayland's killer will eventually be unveiled as Donald Neilson, the Black Panther.

He will be jailed for life in 1976 but not before he had kidnapped  coach company heiress Lesley Whittle from her home in Highley, Shropshire.

She will disappear in two months time and her body will be discovered in March 1975, hanging from the wire at the bottom of a drainage shaft in Bathpool Park, Kidsgrove, Staffordshire. 

Home Secretary is Birmingham Stechford MP Roy Jenkins.

In the summer US President Richard Nixon has resigned in disgrace following Watergate. Such a move is unprecedented.  Vice President Gerald Ford has succeeded him as the 38th President of the United States.

King Kong is an 18ft tall fibreglass giant statue created by Nicholas Munro, from Hungerford, and a couple of years ago the giant ape was on display in Manzoni Gardens in The Bull Ring. 

Modelled on the fictional giant gorilla, the statue was commissioned for display in Birmingham, by the Peter Stuyvesant Foundation for the Sculpture for Public Places Scheme, in partnership with the Arts Council of Great Britain. Munro's brief was to make something "city orientated" . Bizarrely, he chose King Kong because he has links with New York and, as he put it: "for my own petty reasons".

Now Kong belongs to car dealer Mike Shanley, who changed the name of his dealership  on the A34 Stratford Road at Camp Hill to the King Kong Car Co. Police have received a report that someone has climbed the giant ape and draped it in the green, while and gold Irish flag

Walsall North Labour MP John Stonehouse is getting up in Miami and one of the most extraordinary political stories of the decade is about to begin.

Stonehouse is a junior minister whose claim to fame was to the introduction of first and second class stamps. (A first class stamp today will cost 6.5p - by 2014 it will cost 62p ). He will later today fake his own death, leaving a pile of clothes on a beach. It will appear he has gone swimming and either drowned or possibly been attacked by a shark. It will take some days for the story to break. He will be presumed dead and obituaries will be published, despite the fact no body will be found.

In reality, Stonehouse, who is facing financial ruin and being investigated by the Department of Trade and Industry, will travel to Australia, hoping to set up a new life with his mistress and secretary, Sheila Buckley.

Using false identities, Stonehouse will transfer large sums of money between banks, including the Bank of New Zealand, as a further means of covering his tracks.

But the banks will become suspicious and Australian Police will put him under surveillance in New South Wales. The Aussies will initially suspect him of being Lord Lucan, the British peer who disappeared two weeks ago following the murder of his children's nanny, Sandra Rivett.

The Aussies will request pictures to be faxed to them of both Lucan and Stonehouse. The surveillance will continue until Christmas Eve, when they arrest their man.

The average weekly wage is £42. A loaf of bread is around 11p, a pint of milk 7p,  a dozen eggs 33p. A litre of diesel is around 10p (though it is bought in gallons at the moment). A lot of people are members of Christmas clubs where they save for the big day on a weekly or monthly basis.

Average price for a detached house is just under £17,000.

While the Irish Tricolour is often seen in headline stories, it was tartan that is of more interest to young girls. Rollermania is happening for this is breakthrough year for the The Bay City Rollers. Beginning with "Remember" (UK No. 6), the Rollers' popularity exploded, and they released a string of hits on the UK chart.
Following in succession were "Shang-a-Lang" (UK No. 2), "Summerlove Sensation" (UK No. 3), and "All of Me Loves All of You" (UK No. 4). By early 1975, they were one of the highest-selling acts in the UK. Also growing in popularity are Swedish foursome Abba, who won the Eurovision Song Contest with 'Waterloo' when it was staged at Brighton in April.
This is 1974, one of the deadliest years in the IRA's mainland bombing campaign. In February a bomb explodes on a coach carrying soldiers on the M62, killing 12 people.

On June 17, a bomb explodes at the Houses of Parliament causing extensive damage and injuring 11 people. Scotland Yard detectives say they fear this attack could herald the start of a new summer offensive by the IRA on government buildings.
Exactly a month later, on July 17 an explosion in the Tower of London leave one person dead and 41 injured. A small basement exhibition room where the bomb is hidden packed with tourists from the UK and abroad who take the force of the blast. Many people suffer lost limbs and severe facial injuries.

Scotland Yard Bomb Squad Chief Robert Huntley says: "It was an indiscriminate attack designed to create as much trouble and injury as possible."

That certainly seems the intention in another attack on October 5 in Guildford. Four soldiers and a civilian die when blast rip through two pubs. Sixty-five are injured, many seriously.


Then a bomb explodes in Brooks Club, London, injuring three members of staff, on October 22. The club has military connections because it is popular with ex-army officers. One of the first on the scene is Conservative Party leader Edward Heath who is dining nearby."I don't think it was meant for me. I didn't decide to have dinner out until a quarter of an hour before," he says. 

 But a bomb definitely meant for him will follow on December 22 when the IRA targets his London home in Victoria. The 2lb bomb will explode, causing substantial damage, ten minutes before he arrives home.

Before then, on November 7 comes the notorious attack on The Kings Arms pub in Woolwich. A soldier and a civilian die when a bomb - 6lb of gelignite is hurled through the window into the bar. It is the work of the IRA again.

Incendiary devices are left outside shops in Birmingham while a bank and a building society are targeted in Solihull.

In one incident an assistant at a shoe shop in New Street took a plastic bag she found outside into the store, thinking it had been left by a colleague. It's an incendiary which causes a fire resulting in extensive damage.


In another incident early in September a bomb left in the city centre is defused by an army bomb disposal unit under the leadership of Captain Ron Wilkinson - an inspiration officer whose bravery will cost him his life soon afterwards.

By now a team of army bomb disposal officers from Hereford are almost permanently based in Birmingham, such is the number of bomb calls being made. While a large proportion turn out to be hoaxes, a significant number are legitimate. And everyone has to be treated the same way and checked with huge caution.

Shortly after midnight on September 17 a bomb explodes at a factory in Witton, then hours later there is a report of another bomb left in the doorway of an office block in Edgbaston.

Captain Wilkinson evacuates the area then tries to defuse the device. He battles for several minutes but cannot stop the bomb exploding. The army officer is critically injured and loses his fight for life almost a week later.

Just over three weeks ago, on October 28, the wife and young son of Sports Minister and Birmingham MP Denis Howell survive a bomb attack on their car.

The attack is thought to be the work of the Provisional IRA and is the first on a serving minister during the current IRA campaign. The car, a white Cortina, explodes as Mrs Howell reverses out of the driveway of their house in Birmingham.

Experts believe they survive as a result of the device falling from the exhaust onto the road.

Mrs Howell and her son, both of whom were in the car at the time, escape unhurt. Her older sons also escape unhurt despite the windows of the house being blown in by the force of the explosion
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To commemorate the 40th anniversary - �King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys, Quill, Steve Gibbons, Dave Pegg & Phil Pickett, Zero Navigator, Four Twenty One & others will be in concert at Birmingham Town Hall, November 20 2014. 7:30 pm. The compère is Carl Chinn. ��Charity event curated by campaign group Justice 4 the 21.�
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