What history taught them (the Jews) was that to defend a country you need an army, but to defend a civilization you need schools.
North Devon Journal

Thursday, September 23, 2010

Beatles, Berry and Bach at funeral of ex-ELO cellist Mike Edwards

Former Electric Light Orchestra (ELO) member Mike Edwards was given a fitting send-off yesterday 

that charted his musical life, from rock'n' roll to classical.

More than 200 friends and relatives crowded into Rattery Village Hall as the 62-year-old former 

chart topper's eco-coffin - bright blue and decked with flowers - was carried in.

Then the hall was rocked by the ELO hit version of Chuck Berry's Roll Over Beethoven before the 

mourners got the chance to sing the Beatles' All You Need is Love.


The coffin was carried out of the hall, which had been decked with multicoloured bunting, colourful 

wall hangings and partially lit by candles, to the sound of Faure's Pie Jesu.

In between, Mr Edwards' niece Bronwen Bird played a piece by Bach, one of her uncle's favourite 

composers. Then, as the coffin was being carried out, the lights in the hall failed and the 

ceremony ended, lit only by the candles and the emergency exit lights.

So many people turned up to say goodbye that mourners were left standing or sitting on the 

floor and their cars lined the lane outside the packed village hall car park.

Despite the rain, most of the mourners followed the hearse on foot for almost a mile to the 

Bidwell woodland burial site, where the accomplished musician was laid to rest.


Mr Edwards, who died in a million-to-one accident when he was crushed by a runaway six 

hundredweight bale of silage as he drove his van near Halwell, was carried the last few hundred 

yards to the burial site on a handcart.

He was a founder member of ELO and toured with the group in the early 1970s.

His eccentric cello playing and bizarre costumes were a major ingredient of the band's early 

concerts.

Mr Edwards had lived in the Totnes area for 20 years.

He was a founder member of the acclaimed Devon Baroque, performing music by composers such as 

Bach, Vivaldi, and Handel.

Some members of the group were there to say their last goodbyes, and said they were planning a 

memorial concert later this year. 

During the ceremony, Mr Edwards' brother David spoke about his early days with ELO and how he 

had become uncomfortable with the constant attention and the adulation. As a result he left 

the band in the middle of a US tour.

He said he and his family had been touched by the responses to his brother's death.

He said Mr Edwards had been part of a community in Totnes area where he was "a much loved and 

important part of many people's lives".


http://www.thisisnorthdevon.co.uk/news/Beatles-Berry-Bach-funeral-ex-ELO-cellist/article-2677700-detail/article.html
Who is in charge of the clattering train? 
The axles creak and the couplings strain, 
the pace is hot and the points are near, 
and sleep hath deadened the driver's ear, 
all through the night signals flash in vain, 
for death is in charge of the clattering train


Christianity is a faith. And when you are operating in faith you are operating on what you believe, not on what your five senses tell you. When you are operating in it – acting on it or moving in it – your faith is becoming mature, complete. It’s not the same when you are thinking about it. Faith isn’t complete – it isn’t mature – until you stop thinking about it and begin moving in it. 


Faith is believing without seeing. As Thomas found out (John 20). Faith is like hearing somebody speak in a sound-proof room, faith is like seeing a smiling face in the blackness of a pit. Faith is having words and pictures appear on the inside of you that haven’t arrived through the eyes and ears. Faith is not following information that has come through natural means. 

To put it another way: When you are operating in what has come through the five senses, you are operating in the natural. When you are operating in what has not come through the five senses then you are operating in faith. You are operating on what you believe, on a higher truth. A truth that cannot be tested in the natural. 

Obama said recently that he was a Christian because he agreed with teachings and tenets of Christianity. I guess he meant be nice to people, turn the other cheek etc. Hearing this made me want to tell him - You are not a Christian because you subscribe to the teachings of Jesus: Christianity is not a set of rules. You can only be a Christian if you have been born again by the spirit of God. 
You cannot do it on your own. God has to come and bring your spirit alive. Not only that, God has to come and give you the faith to believe in Him. The natural man does not believe, and cannot receive the things of the spirit (1Cor 2:14). 

You cannot decide on your own to be Christian. Only God can throw the switch in your eternal spirit. Only God can bring it alive. You cannot be born again without Gods help. You cannot get up one day and say: ‘God, If you’ve got ten minutes to spare would you please come and reveal your self to my eternal spirit so that it becomes alive and able to respond to you in the way you designed it to be.’ 
God, come and turn on the homing beacon that you put inside me so that I know again that you are real. 

AW  

13 Aug 2010

No one really desires depression but very few feel any responsibility or authority to maintain positive emotions in the face of negative circumstances. They think emotions follow circumstances. That's not true. Emotions follow the way we think, and we can chose to think on things that are lovely, true, of good report, and so forth regardless of our circumstances. 

8 Aug 2010

The misconception that, "if God is in it, there will be no problems" is not only wrong, but is dangerous. This kind of thinking has caused many people to "back off" from what God has told them to do when things don't go the way they expected. Our problems do not come from God, therefore, we should not pray for problems and not embrace them as being "a blessing from God in disguise." Furthermore, when trials come, we should not be shocked (1 Pet. 4:12) and not let problems or the lack thereof confirm or deny God's will for us.

7 Aug 2010

A Christian who still walks in condemnation is being condemned by the devil or is condemning himself. Only those who are living in the power of the Holy Spirit escape condemnation. Compare this to the law of gravity. Gravity is a law that never quits exerting its power, but it can be overcome. Through the laws of aerodynamics man can actually fly and send space ships beyond Earth's gravity. But it takes power to do this. If the power is shut off, the law of gravity is still at work and will cause the vehicle to fall.
Likewise, the law of sin and death still exists. If a Christian shuts off the power of the Spirit of life and begins to walk in the power of his own flesh, Satan will use this law of sin and death to condemn him and ensure he crashes. It's not God who condemns us.
4 Aug 2010

How are you with the Lord today?

and…. How is the Lord with you today?

‘How are you with the Lord today’ is a question that will get many different answers. 
Most believers relate to God on the basis of what they have been doing, or not doing, for Him. Consequently, the answer will depend on how they feel about themselves. If they are ‘feeling’ good about their actions they may well declare that ‘things are good’ between them and the Lord but if they ‘feel’ bad about their actions they will avoid making any good claims about their relationship with God. 
The truth of the matter is that whereas the answer to the first question may go up and down depending on how we feel, the answer to the second never changes. 
The truth is that although we might relate to God on the basis of our performance and our perceived usefulness to Him, God relates to us totally on the basis of what Jesus has done. To put it in another way, God relates to us on the basis of what He has done, not what we do. It is nothing to do with our performance. 
If we really understood this our answer to both questions would be unconditionally positive.


We don’t have to wonder about the answer to the second question (How is the Lord with you today?) The bible says clearly again and again: ‘Jesus is the same today, yesterday and forever’ (Heb 13:5). This means He is consistent. Not blowing hot and cold as our performance goes up and down. 

Titus 2:11 says that ‘the grace of God has appeared to all men’. It’s already happened! 2Cor 5:21 says that ‘God is (no longer) counting mens sins against them’!
Isa 43:25 looked forward to that time with the prophetic word that: ‘I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more’.
David wrote in Psalm 103 that our sins have been moved from us ‘as far as the east is from the west’. David wrote that about his own relationship but it is a prophetic word also. Remember God used to relate to men on the basis of law
North Korea
I am a peasant in North Korea

And sometimes at night when the sky is clear

I look up from my door in pure wonder and fear 

And although it is Kim I do revere

And in Kim I do hope and to Kim I am swayed

And for Kim I do work and with his currency am paid    



But Oh, those stars that somebody else has made

I must be a traitor for them I do praise

each time I get to partake of this treat 

it’s as if the sky itself begins to speak

and it whispers and calls, it shouts, it screams,

And I just stand listening and drinking the stream 

on a night such as this in North Korea

Something inside me just clicks into gear

and I begin speeding out over these huts 

and travelling to places that no one can touch 

I must not say more for in Kim I do trust

And Kim I do bow before and Kim I do revere

For I am what I am inside this sphere



I am just a peasant in North Korea


DSM  27 Jul 2010

The Power of Praise and Thanksgiving                    25 Apr 2010 Younggi Cho

Psalm 50:23, NIV
“He who sacrifices thanks offering honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God.”

Psalm 50:14-15 says: “Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”

Philippians 4:6 says: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

The Bible encourages us to pray, with thanksgiving, to God continually.

We do not know what each day brings. 
Proverbs 4:23 teaches us that the heart is the well spring of life: “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”
What you have in your heart will become reality. If you grumble in your heart, the reality of your grumbling will become real. If you have joy in your heart, happy things will take place in your life. If you say in your heart: “Today will be a good day;” then something good will happen to you that day. If you keep thinking in your heart: “I feel bad. I am no good. Today is another bad day;” then what you think will go out and formulate a bad circumstance upon your command. Your bad day will become reality. Your heart will lead you toward your future. So we should guard our heart, for out of the heart springs forth the issues of life. From your heart thinking is generated, and dreams take root. From your heart thanksgiving springs up. Your heart is your storage of treasure. Your heart possesses faith. 
You should make up your mind to cultivate positive and good thoughts at all times.

Give thanks to God when you wake up in the morning. The positive dreams of your heart will go before you to create positive circumstances in your life. Every visible experience of today was once invisible. The things we see now have all come from an invisible root. They each come from your thinking, you’re your faith, and from dreams which have your name on them.

Brothers and sister! Tonight you will go back home and go to bed. You should wake up the next morning with the following words: “Today is a great day. Good things will happen to me. People will welcome me.” After you thank God for that day; your words will go before you saying: “All right, master. Did you hear him? Let’s get busy. On his command we are to go before him to prepare a way as he had intended.” You will then have a great day indeed.

But if you say: “O dear! I’m sick & tired of this life. Nothing ever goes well with me. How can I face another day?” Your heart will listen to you and respond, “Okay, master! I’ll do your will. I’ll go before you and make a way as you told me to.” Above all you must keep your heart. For out of it spring the issues of your life. Therefore stop blaming other people. You have everything that you require to be successful. What is inside of you will form your circumstances for success.

We should put this well-known secret continually into practice. We should make up our minds to praise God remembering: “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD. (Psa 150:6) 
The people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.” It is to God that we both pray and praise which will in turn create blessings in our hearts which are waiting to manifest in our lives. 

Psalm 50:23 says: “He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I
may show him the salvation of God.”

Psalm 22:3 says: “Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.”

God reveals Himself to us when we praise Him.

Careless remarks can influence our lives a great deal. We can have either a happy or an unhappy life according to the words of our mouth. The Bible encourages us to continually give thanks and to praise God in all circumstances. His grace, healing, and blessing will overflow in our lives when we praise Him.

Conclusion
Psalm 68:35 says: “the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to God!”

We can all praise God but unfortunately we are tempted to grumble and complain against God more than we praise Him. Then ‘grumble’ and ‘complain’ go out and call each other. “Come, Grumble!” “Come over here Complaining.” “Let us get busy. Our master wants us to be activated. Let us be multiplied and become a swamp so that he may remain mired in it.” Therefore from now on let us not blame others. We should stop blaming other people if grumble, complaining and unhappiness want to invade us. It will be our own faults. The bible says that you “reap what you sow”. If you sow with thanksgiving and praise, you will reap happiness.

God created human and set him in the Garden of Eden in order for him to take care of the garden. We are to take care of our own life. God entrusted us with animals and nature. Although we are depraved, we can still rule over our environment by using our thinking faculties. Moreover, as Christians, you can exercise authority over your destiny and environment. There is great power in you. This is what the bible teaches!

Matthew 17:20 says: “if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’ ”

Do we use our little faith which is as small as a mustard seed? No we do not! We do not use our faith but rather blame the mountain. “I hate this mountain of problems. I’ve got sin like a mountain, enemy like a mountain, poverty like a mountain. The mere thought of it makes me shudder. Why doesn’t God get rid of this mountain for me?” But God says: “Use your faith even if it looks as small as a mustard seed. Say ‘Come to me blessing, come to me peace!’ I am going back to the place of blessing and peace so that poverty and grumbling will leave me.” What does the Lord say in the Bible? “It will be done to you as you have believed.” Will you believe to be wrong? There is no use blaming others for the lack of faith in you. There is power already in you. You have been given authority and power to control your destiny and circumstance. “It will be done to you as you believed. Everything is possible for him who believes.” You will be amazed. Keep your heart first! According to your command you will possess thought, dream and faith in your heart. After you cultivate your mind, you will produce thought, dream and faith and they will go out formulating destiny and circumstance as you intended them to do.

We can all praise God; but we are tempted to grumble and complain against God more than we praise Him. When you give thanks and praise God, the servants of praise will get busy. But if you speak negative words and grumble against God the servant of grumble will go before you and prepare a way of complaint for you. Giving praise and thanksgiving to God is a key to having a fulfilled life. Everything will go well with your soul and body. You will live a wonderful life because you praise God. Send out your servants of praise and thanksgiving into your field of circumstance. You will then reap joy. “Our master praises God. Let’s get busy. Let’s produce a good circumstance for him.”

Why should we waste our day producing circumstance of complaining and grumbling? There is no reason that we have to live a life of complaining. You can be renewed. Your new family, new job, new day is waiting for you. The power of new life is somewhere: but it is not far away. God has already empowered you. You have power in your heart. You are special. 

What you are now looking to will become a reality. Abraham at 85 was counting stars believing that his descendants would be that numerous. 15 years later Isaac was born to Abraham. God’s miracle took place even when Abraham was 100. “Everything is possible for him who believes.”

You can be changed. You can enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. You can have an abundant life. Tomorrow will be better than today. Next month will be better than this month. Next year will be much better than this year. Why? This is because you have in your heart the power to change whether you live or die. Your destined power is not in somebody else’s heart. It is not in the heart of your husband or your wife but it is in your heart. The key to your happiness is in your heart. “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” In Jesus’ name I pray you will enjoy your happiness by keeping your heart.

Let us pray!

Dear heavenly Father! Thank you for giving us a chance to give thanks. We praise You!
In our heart there is a song for You. We will sing a song of thanksgiving and praise. Thank you for the great change that takes place in our circumstance through praising You. We know God is revealed to us in our praise and thanksgiving. You are touched by our praises and take action on our behalf.

Father! Let us make up our mind to praise You even in the middle of trouble. We know that you will create a new circumstance for us when we praise You by faith. Help us to have faith in You and give thanks to You.   
In Jesus’ Name we pray.     Amen.


.
08 Jul 2010

Conspiracy Theory

I hate conspiracy theories. The second world war was caused by a conspiracy theory. Adolf Hitler promoted the belief that ‘International Jewry’ were responsible for all Germany’s ills. It was the Jews who controlled the United States, and the world finance system, it was the Jews who was behind Communism and the Soviet Union (Karl Marx had been a Jew). The Jews had to be opposed because they were conspiring against German interests.
This idea was no more than a popular rumour until Hitler picked up on it and began repeating it again and again. He believed it to the extent that once he was on power he made it the highest state policy to persecute and expel the Jews and then later, to eradicate the entire Jewish people from the face of the earth. 

Hitler said on many occasions that the Jews caused the second world war. Under his control millions of ordinary Germans believed that Jews were a cancer on society that had to be cut out. It was no more than a conspiracy theory. An ugly rumour doing the rounds at the time. It had no basis in fact although flimsy facts were promoted to ‘prove it’ in the same way that weighted facts are used today to ‘prove’ that men didn’t land on the moon, that the USA planned and carried out the September 11 attack, or that Beatle Paul died in 1967. 

04 Jul 2010

Fitz

Deep calls to deep. (Psa 42:7) 
I was aware that what was happening was not from the platform but from within. 
I think everybody was. We were not being entertained, we were being transported. 
I think all were aware that it was something outside of man’s agenda that was operating. All who are believers that is. I hasten to add that those not born again would probably have found it a strange anomalous thing. I’ll go further and say that if you are a Christian who has become hard of heart (like Jesus called the disciples AFTER they had seen the 5000 fed in Mark 6:52), then it very well might irritate you to see the service going that way. 

Many get uptight about being called hard of heart but it simple means you have become insensitive. It’s no big deal. Life de-sensitises! If you are hard of heart you most likely say to yourself: ‘I’ve seen it, done it, got the tea shirt to prove it’. Things that should move you, don’t. 

Whatever. In my opinion, it is the way ahead. Letting the spirit breathe in that way ministers to people as effectively as many fine sermons! 
It is a delicate and transient thing because only men of the spirit can manage the situation. All of life, and tradition, and the desire to follow an agenda, cry out against such times. Yet such is the real work of the church meeting. 
Otherwise church is a motivational self-help system, a logic driven exercise with a few scriptures thrown in that agree with the ruling paradigm thrown in.  

It took me up an octave, plugged me in and switched me on! 

God’s homing beacon inside every believer gets turned on by anointed ministry.

Deep calls to deep. (Psa 42:7) And I was struck with the fact that I was being called from something that already existed within. I thought on the one hand ‘that’s strange’, because it doesn’t happen that often. On the other hand it was fabulously reassuring. It was like being taken up an octave. The born again bit got switched on and like a homing beacon it began pointing me toward the creator God. 
I was not being entertained, I was being transported.
And all were aware that something outside of man’s agenda was operating. All who are Christians that is. I hasten to add that those not born again would probably have found it a strange anomalous thing to have a period of silence (!!). I’ll go further and say that if you are a believer who has become hard of heart (like Jesus called the disciples AFTER they had seen the 5000 fed in Mark 6:52), then it very well might irritate you to see the service going that way. 
Whatever. In my opinion, it is the way ahead. Letting the spirit breathe in that way ministers to people as effectively as a fine sermon! 
It is a delicate and transient thing because only men of the spirit can manage and lead without wrecking it. All of life, and tradition, and the desire to follow an agenda, cry out against such times. Yet we need such meetings. 
Modern church services are in danger of becoming motivational self-help seminars; - logic driven exercises with a few scriptures throen in (the ones that agree with the ruling world system paradigm).

June 28
LIFE OF GOD

John 10:10 "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

JOHN 10:7-10

The Greek word translated "life" here is "zoe" and it means life in the absolute sense or life as God has it. Everyone who is breathing has life in the sense of physical existence, but only those who receive Jesus can experience life as God intended it to be. Jesus came to not only save us from the torment of eternal hell, but also to give us this "zoe" or God-kind of life in abundance. The life of God is not awaiting us in heaven, but is presently possessed by every born-again person in his spirit. We can release this "zoe" life and enjoy it now by losing our natural life and finding this supernatural life. The way we lose our life is to deny any thoughts, emotions, or actions that are contrary to the Word of God, which is life ("zoe" in Jn. 6:63). When we line our thoughts, emotions, and actions up with the instructions of God's Word, then we will find this "zoe" life manifest in our bodies and souls as well.

The Word is spiritual and must be understood through the spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). The Bible is simply a physical representation of Jesus and spiritual truth. It is inspired of God and therefore, totally accurate and reliable, and yet, until we receive the spirit that these words express, the Bible will not profit us (Heb. 4:2).

If we want to know what spiritual truth is, we must believe the Bible, for it is spirit and life. If we want to be led by the Spirit, then we must follow God's Word. If we want to hear from the Spirit of God, then we must listen to what God says in His Word. The Spirit (Holy Spirit) and the Word (Jesus - Jn. 1:1) are one (1 Jn. 5:7).

AW

12 Jun 10

How would Jesus recognise you?
- the answer is, by your glow, your spiritual glow. Not a glow that is visible in the natural but the glow of the spirit that can only be seen spiritually. 

Everyone who is born again has a sort of mini-transfiguration.When Jesus was on the mountain with Moses and Elijah, while Peter watched, he began to glow ‘as bright as the sun’. That was the glow of his spirit seeping into his physical self and becoming visible. Your glow is unlikely to have a physical manifestation but it’s still that same kind of glow that Jesus had then. 
When you are born again, something changes on the inside. There is a change on the outside too, a change that people can see, but this has no eternal value. The biggest thing, the only important thing, is the change that happens on the inside, in your spirit. When you are born again, your spirit comes alive and begins to glow. God has brought your spirit alive! 
Once God has ‘switched’ your spirit on, and you have received it by asking for it, your spirit is made as a brand new creature (2 Cor 5:17). It cannot be accidentally switched off. 
Notice that God brings your spirit alive, but you have to ask for it. Both these have to be involved, It is not solely up to God and it is not solely up to you. 

So the answer is, Jesus will recognise you by the glow from your born again spirit, or he won’t recognise you at all. ‘Get away from me, I never knew you’. (Mat 7:23)
I never knew you- not I knew you once but you faded away but  I never knew you ever! Jesus is speaking to the fellow travellers who talk the talk, even do miracles, but have never submitted themselves to Christ. 


One part of you (1/3) is turned on to God ands wants to follow him. The rest of you (2/3) is still in rebellion and wants to do it’s own thing. It will stay this way according to how much you renew your mind. Or you could say, according to how much you allow your mind to be renewed. Your mind is naturally in rebellion. 

The born again part of you, the spirit, is the glow within. 

Brian Martin 24 May 2010

Humans originally existed as members of small bands of nomadic hunters/gatherers.They lived on deer in the mountains during the summer and would go to the coast and live on fish and lobster in the winter.The two most important events in all of history were the invention of beer and the invention of the wheel. The wheel was invented to get man to the beer. ention of beer and the invention of the wheel.The wheel was invented to get man to the beer.ention of beer and the invention of the wheel.The wheel was invented to get man to the beer.

Once beer was discovered, it required grain and that was the beginning of agriculture. Neither the glass bottle nor aluminum can were invented yet, so while our early humans were sitting around waiting for them to be invented, they just stayed close to the brewery. That's how villages were formed.

Some men spent their days tracking and killing animals to BBQ at night while they were drinking beer. This was the beginning of what is known as the Conservative movement.

Other men who were weaker and less skilled at hunting learned to live off the conservatives by showing up for the nightly BBQ's and doing the sewing, fetching and hair-dressing. This was the beginning of the Liberal movbement.  fetching, and hair dressing. This was the beginning of the Liberal movement.

Some of these liberal men eventually evolved into women. Those became known as girlie-men. Some noteworthy liberal achievements include the domestication of cats, the invention of group therapy, group hugs, and the concept of Democratic voting to decide how to divide the meat and beer that conservatives provided.

Modern liberals like imported beer (with lime added), but most prefer white wine or imported bottled water. They eat raw fish but like their beef well done. Sushi, tofu, and French food are standard liberal fare.. Another interesting evolutionary side note: most of their women have higher testosterone levels than their men.

Most social workers, personal injury attorneys, journalists, dreamers in Hollywood and group therapists are liberals. Liberals invented the designated hitter rule because it wasn't fair to make the pitcher also bat.
Conservatives drink domestic beer.
They eat red meat and still provide for their women. Conservatives are big game hunters, rodeo cowboys, lumberjacks, construction workers, firemen, medical doctors, police officers, engineers, corporate executives, athletes, members of the military, airline pilots and generally anyone who works productively.

Conservatives who own companies hire other conservatives who want to work for a living.

Of cots and toys   Wallpaper
The kids are in the cradle. 
A cot crammed with toddlers all jostling each other for a better bit of the bedding. 
The cradle is vast, enormous - well it is to the kids anyway. A magical playground of wonderful things. But though the cot is big, the kids soon become aware that it’s in a room. And if they thought the cot was a fair size then the room is just absolutely gigantica maximus. The room is stunning. And when the kids are not fighting each other, they often look up and gaze at the room they are in and especially at the wallpaper on the walls. They wonder what it is. It’s all around them – on the ceiling, the walls and the floor. Everywhere they look, the farthest thing they can see is the walls of the room they are in, or rather the wallpaper. They ogle it and wonder what lies beyond it and often try to throw their toys at it to see if they will bounce back off whatever it is out there. 
Some of the cleverer kids have come up with some pretty nifty notions about how big the room is and what shape it is and how long it has been since it was decorated. And some of the really cute ones say that the room is just one of many rooms! – That’s because the conditions in the room and the cot are just so right for the toddlers and they say this must either be an amazing fluke or else there are lots of other rooms where the conditions never did make it! 
Most of the other kids just agree with them because they seem to be so clever and they are not really so bothered about it anyway. The fact is the kids are stuck in the cot with all the other kids. 
Just some of them, a very privileged few, have been fortunate enough to climb up to the very edge of the cot rail – with the help of some very expensive toys. But no kid and none of their expensive toys have got anywhere near the wallpaper.  

One day one of the toddlers found a book. And in this book it said that the cot, and the room, and the wallpaper - all of it, had been made – manufactured, created - by the ‘father’. Not only that, but the book said, or rather implied, that this ‘father’ made the cot just for the benefit of the toddlers. Nobody else. And what’s more, the book said that the room with its wallpaper was put up after the cot was made, not before it as some of the kids had supposed. 
And the further they delved into the book the more amazed they became, because the book explained how the father was not limited by time the way that the toddlers in the cot were. The book said the father was able to see the beginning from the end! 
And the really clever kids figured it out: that this father is so cool to have made such a thing. And if he was so cool enough to be able to check out the end from the beginning, then he was surely able to see how far the toddlers would be able to throw their toys, and choose the wallpaper accordingly. So that the kids would always be able to awe-struck by the wallpaper in the room where their cot was, but never be able to fathom it. 
What a dad!
11 Mar 10


Wallpaper
Imagine the universe is like a giant room. And in the centre of that room there is a cot with lots of children in it. Just a small cradle crammed full of kids. The cradle is the earth and the kids are us. 

Imagine it. You and me, children in a cot. Toddlers laughing and crying and pushing and shoving each other; - and sometimes when we get fed up with playing with our toys and shouting, we get to look up at the room we are in: And we notice an amazing thing: The wallpaper on the walls is the same whichever way we look!  And we wonder what the wallpaper is made of, and what lies beyond it, if anything. 


But the bottom line is we are stuck inside our cot. We cannot get out of it. In fact no more than a handful of very special kids have ever been privileged to peek over the cot’s parapet, and then only by playing with very expensive and dangerous toys. And no kid has ever been able to throw his toy anywhere near the wallpaper!

The fact is, the room, the cot and the wallpaper belong to God. And God, being God, knew when He made the room and the cot, just how far us kids would be able to throw our toys before close of play. And he chose the wallpaper accordingly. 
You see, the bible tells us an amazing thing: The wallpaper on the walls, the ceiling and the floor, was put there after the cot was made! The room was prepared on the first and second day, the cot was made on the third day and the wallpaper was chosen on the fourth day 
‘..he made the stars also… and the evening and the morning were the fourth day.’ (Gen 1:14-19)

And this fact leads to the most amazing conclusion: The wallpaper was put there for our benefit only! Not for any other creature. Isn’t it amazing that we are the only creatures on the planet who look up and marvel at the ‘wallpaper’. No other creature but man instinctively stands and gazes at the beauty and majesty of the heavens above. Other creatures see it, but none stand gawping at it except us. 
That’s because there are no grown ups here. Only toddlers, looking up in wonder at the wallpaper. 

Because of this some of the toddlers have advanced some very cute ideas about the room we are in. Generally, the ones who talk about this are the ones who the girls always crowd around. 

The cot is the earth, and we are stuck in it. Apart from a handful of favoured toddlers who were allowed some very special toys to play with, no one has ever reached the top of the cots sides. 

was able to see the end from the beginning.
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Wallpaper
Dads Artwork

Imagine it! The universe is like a giant room. And in the centre of the room is a cot with children in it. Compared with the room, the cot is tiny - a miniscule, insignificant looking  cradle crammed full of screaming kids. The cradle is the earth and the kids are us. 

Yes, imagine it. Children in a cot. Toddlers playing with toys and laughing and crying and pushing and shoving each other. And sometimes when they are not fighting each other, they get to look up at the room they are in and especially at the wallpaper all around them on the walls. It looks fantastic and yet they have no idea what it is. The wallpaper is everywhere. On the ceiling, on the walls and on the floor even. It’s the same whichever way you look!  And the kids wonder what exactly the wallpaper is, and what lies beyond it, if anything. 
For the fact is the kids are stuck in their cot. They can’t get out of it. Some of them make up stories about the size of the room they are in while others try to throw toys at it just to see if they might bounce off the wallpaper or the wall.

But only a very privileged few have ever been fortunate enough to climb up to the edge of the cot – with the help of some very expensive toys that is. And none have ever got anywhere near the wallpaper, or the wall. 


One day one of the kids found a book. And in this book it said that the cot, and the room, and the wallpaper – all of it - was made by the ‘father’. 
What puzzled the kids most of all was that the book said that the room was actually made and wallpapered after the cot was made, not before it as the kids had supposed. The book said that dad began building the cot on Day One but he didn’t paper the room until Day Four. 
The book explained that the father had designed and made both the room and the cot just for the toddlers and nobody else. Other creatures lived there but dad had given over the management of the cot to the kids only. And when they checked around they could see the proof of this in the most obvious but bizarre fact: 
No other creatures on the planet were able to appreciate the wallpaper in the way the kids did! No other creature would ever stand gawping up at the heavens. Only the children in their cot habitually and instinctively did that. 
And they began to understand that dad was every bit as clever as the book said He was. One thing for sure, everything they discovered about the cot, and everything they could see of the room they were in, said that dad was a very clever dad indeed, 
For the book said that He was able to go to the end before going back to the beginning. And so dad had known how far in the end, they would be able to throw their toys. And he had chosen the wallpaper accordingly. So that they would never be able to reach it, just look at it and marvel at dads’ amazing choice of artwork. 

Yes the book tells us an amazing thing: The wallpaper on the walls, the ceiling and the floor, was put there after the cot was made 

And this fact leads to the most amazing conclusion: The wallpaper was put there for our benefit only! Not for any other creature. The fact is we are the only creatures on the planet who look up and marvel at the ‘wallpaper’. No other creature but man instinctively stands and gazes at the beauty and majesty of the heavens above. Other creatures might see it, but none stand simply gawping at the sky except man. 

There are no grown ups here. Only toddlers. All they can do is look at it and wonder. 


Wallpaper  Artwork
Imagine it! A great big room with a cradle in it.  A cot filled with toddlers, all pushing and shoving and jostling and crying. And sometimes when the kids are not fighting each other, they look up and simply gaze at the room they are in and especially at its wallpaper. It looks fantastic and yet they have no idea what it is. The wallpaper is all around. On the ceiling, on the walls and on the floor even. Whichever way they look, they can see wallpaper everywhere. The kids make up stories about it and often try to throw their toys at it to see if they bounce off a wall or something. 
Some of toddlers, just a privileged few, have been fortunate enough to climb up to the very edge of the cot – with the help of some very expensive toys that is. But none of the kids has ever got anywhere near the wallpaper or the wall. 

The simple fact remains: the kids are stuck in their cot and all they can do is look out at the wallpaper and wonder at it, and make up stories about it. 

One day one of the toddlers found a book. And in this book it said that the cot, and the room, and the wallpaper – all of it - was made by the ‘father’. 
What puzzled them most of all was that the book said that the wallpapered room was actually made after the cot was made, not before it as the kids had supposed. The book said that dad began building the cot on Day One but he didn’t paper the room until Day Four. 
The book also declared that the father had designed and made the cot just for the toddlers and nobody else. And when they looked at everything else in the cot they saw the proof of this in the most bizarre fact: 
No other creature on the planet was able to appreciate the wallpaper in the way the kids did! It was obvious! No other creature would ever stand gawping up at the heavens. Only the kids habitually and instinctively did that. 
And they began to understand that dad was every bit as clever as the book said He was. One thing for sure, everything they found in the cot, and everything they could see of the room they were in, said that dad was a very clever dad indeed, 
For the book said that He was able to go to the end before going back to the beginning. And so dad had known how far in the end, they would be able to throw their toys. And he had chosen the wallpaper accordingly. So that they would never be able to reach it, just look at it and marvel at dads’ amazing choice of artwork. 



To David Montgomery, Eula Green, John Scott, Bryan Scrivener

‘Houston, we have a problem!’

Yes we do. 
Steve and Velma is seeking to make a lot of changes at Church on the Hill, so much so it will cease to be recognisable as Church on the Hill any more. But to the church I have to say this: At the end of the day, that is up to him and you. However, we are in the middle of the day wherein I am charged with looking after the church accounts, something which I have been doing successfully for the 10 plus years of our former tenure. 
In this regard I must write to you now to voice a point of concern, one which might serve as a wake-up call to everything else that is going on. 
I sent Steve an email on 13 Feb, asking him to explain why the church collection money was being withheld from the church bank account. He did not respond to this but when on 16 Feb, he had occasion to visit my house with John Scott, I asked him again: ‘Why are you no longer paying the collection money into the church account?’ In reply he said: ‘The church has asked me to open a new account.’  (!!)
We advised him of the serious nature of this and how it has all the appearance of impropriety and tried to ascertain whether he expected to continue to receive the pastors’ bursary from the authorised account. He did not respond to this before leaving. 

A bit of history and a look at the small print:

Steve and Velma took over a thriving, financially secure church in South Birmingham and added to it their small congregation from Bromsgrove. The new church came together under the banner of Church on the Hill. At a meeting held in Dave and Mandy’s house on December 3rd 2009, the following was decided:


That Steve would take over running all church services from the start of 2010. 
That the 3 month period until the end of March 2010 would be a ‘transition’ period during which the following transitional arrangements would apply: 
1. Dave and Mandy would still be part of the leadership. The phrase ‘in apostolic oversight’ was used to describe their position during the transition period. Dave declined an invitation by Steve to attend monthly deacons meetings in favour of a meeting at the end of the 3 months.

2. That Dave would support the church by continuing to do the accounts for the transition.

3. That we would not attend the meetings for the first 3 months to give Steve and Velma time for the people to get used to you being their new pastors in that period. After that time we would return to be part of the congregation.

4. It was agreed to pay Steve by standing order the pastor’s bursary of £220 per month (formerly paid to Dave) and Eula subsequently added £50 making £270 in total. To be paid in advance on the 1st of the month. 
For the ongoing future after the transition period, it was agreed that Dave & Mandy would be invited to preach once a month

It’s easy to see that all Steve had to do was wait 3 months and he would have full control of the ministry, the building, the bank account etc. But for some reason he was impatient to begin changes. 
As listed above, we had left some checks and balances in place at the December 3rd meeting, which we thought were prudent, but the new pastor easily brushed them aside. 
Three leaders had been left in co-management with the new pastor but within a week he had an argument with one of them and he left. (to date this is not resolved and Alan Brown, a deacon and church member for 5 plus years, is not in the fellowship). The new pastor simply stopped sending me the collection returns so I couldn’t fully account for the bank income. Then he appointed two leaders from his church at a meeting which he asked me not to attend and in which the topics discussed were, and are still, confidential. The two remaining leaders of Church on the Hill were sworn to secrecy and unable to divulge to us anything of what transpired. We were thus shut out at an early stage (within one month) from the heartbeat of the church although our agreement distinctly assumed that our leadership role would not diminish until the end of the three months transition period. Taken by themselves, these are probably the sorts of things that happen when leaderships change. They are unsettling but they haven’t caused me to write this letter.
But now, six weeks into the new administration and the payment of the collection into the church bank account has ceased. As things stand, the Church on the Hill bank account will be paying the new pastor from an account which he is no longer supporting with the collection money! 

A message from Dave and Mandy

As the appointed treasurer during the 3 month transition period ending March 31, I have been concerned that the church collections made after January 2010 have not been paid into the Church on the Hill bank account At the same time, the new pastor Steve is receiving an agreed bursary from this church account (January and February have been paid) but as reported above, he is not supporting the account with collection money. In the circumstances I do not feel this is right. I also do not believe it is right for another bank account to be opened in the Church name. Together, these things give rise to the appearance of impropriety which Mandy and I will not be party to. 
I have therefore called a meeting of all the leaders of Church on the Hill who were involved in the decision to appoint Steve and to institute the 3 month transitional period. That is: Eula Green, Bryan Scrivener, Alan Brown, John Scott, Dave and Mandy Scott-Morgan. (Please note this meeting is not a secret, the outcome is not confidential and pastor Steve was invited to attend but declined). The purpose of this meeting will be to finalise my involvement as treasurer, to disband the church bank account and place its funds into the safe keeping of either:  
1) one of the other leaders present, 
2) the Church of the Nazarene (who own the building), or a 
3) third-party charity or other fitting organisation as may be suggested. 
If the majority wish is to pass these funds on to Steve then someone else must sign for the funds and make the transfer to Steve. I will not impede or prevent anyone else from following their conscience in this matter but I will declare my opinion that this is not wise and I will not be the one to do it. 
Finally let me add that after pioneering and leading this work for over ten years, please do understand how sad we both are at what has happened and please accept our apologies for our lack of foresight and wisdom which has led to this pass. 


If any representations are made regarding the above please direct them to 
Those present are all the historical leaders: Eula Green, Bryan Scrivener, Alan Brown, John Scott, Dave and Mandy Scott-Morgan. 

(Last collection paid in was 31 January).  

2010 has already got me feeling like I need to apologise to the Nazarene church as well as to the congregation at Church on the Hill. I admit I am not sure exactly what I need to apologise for. But the feeling won’t let me be that I have let people down. If there is a ‘what for’ it is not being diligent enough both in the making of agreements and the codifying of agreements pursuant to the changeover of leadership. 
We wanted to have an orderly transition from our ten year tenure and to this end, we left checks and balances in place which we thought would be sufficient, but the new pastor easily swept them aside. 
We left three leaders in co-management with the new pastor but within one week he had an argument with one of them and he left. The new pastor simply stopped sending me the collection returns so I couldn’t fully account for the bank income. Then he appointed two leaders from his church at a meeting which he asked me not to attend and in which the topics discussed were, and are still, confidential. The two remaining leaders of Church on the Hill were sworn to secrecy and unable to divulge to us anything of what transpired. We were thus shut out at an early stage (within one month) from the heartbeat of the church although our agreement distinctly assumed that our leadership role would not diminish until the end of the three months transition period. 
At the turn of the year we transferred our small bursary over to him on a monthly standing order and another deacon surrendered a deacons payment in order to satisfy as much as possible the needs of the new pastor for funds. Now, six weeks into the new administration, the payment of the collection into the church bank account has ceased, presumably because it is being paid into a new account. As things stand, the Church on the Hill bank account will be paying the new pastor from an account which he is no longer supporting with the collection money! 

Finally it is my understanding that he intends to change the name of the church in the near future. 
By itself, any one of these things – changing the bank account, the name, the balance of the leadership - would not be any cause for me to speak out. But taken together, the message of these actions is cause for deep concern to us. The last thing we wanted to do was abandon the people we have looked over for so long to a leadership that did not command our full confidence.

Having said all that, the fact is that in the natural we are powerless to recover this situation. We concede that only God can bring redemption and we ask all concerned people who are affected by this situation to consider their position and actions prayerfully. 

My name is Dave. I’m a recovering loser.

Yes it’s true. I’m a recovering loser. I’ve been recovering now for 67 years but I am getting better. I thought I write and tell you about it because it might help you before you get to be 67. After all.you can be a loser at any age. You never know. Maybe you are a recovering loser too? If you are, I guess neither of us will know we have recovered until we find ourselves winning most of the time instead of losing. 

It’s like this. The cells in my body have begun fomenting a mutiny. They have secretly started a revolution, an insurrection. You see they had a meeting and began whispering among themselves: 
‘The gaffer don’t care. Come on lads, we might as well have a party.’ He doesn’t care, why should we?’ 

They start to ask around all those types they’ve been shutting the door on for years – those cancerous, leprous cells who have no sense of community. Those who just do their own thing and stuff everybody else, those cancerous who grow without any concern for those around them. They do what they want and feel no responsibility toward the others around, who are actually sustaining their existence. 

That’s not the way my cells used to behave. They never used to allow folk in like that. But what happened is that one day they caught me thinking: 
‘I am crap, I am hopeless. I am a disgrace to human-kind.’ 
My cells heard it. And they obeyed it. I didn’t even mean it, but they acted on it. That’s actually what started the revolution. The doctor’s will say the leprous cells invading are to blame but the fact is they could never have got through the door without some help. The fact is, I have to admit sadly that it’s an inside job! 

They carry on obeying that thought long after the thought had gone. In fact I have forgotten about it. 

It’s an inside job!

How did I get sick? It’s an inside job. While physicians and friends all tell me it’s not my fault, it’s just bad luck. It’s my genes, it’s the environment, it’s me not eating right, it’s me not exercising..  The fact is it is an inside job.

And before I hear you object and say ‘all sicknesses are not like that’ let me say I agree totally with that statement. All sicknesses are not caused by bad thinking. Just the overwhelming majority that’s all!  
It’s an inside job.

Why is that? How is that?
I’m in two minds about it

How true! I am not one mind but two minds. Two complementary systems inhabit my ‘self-ness.’ 
One mind is up front. That one is my conscious mind, the one I am using to think with and to write this book with. Let’s call that one mind A. Mind A likes to think it’s in control of both itself and mind B, the other one. This other one is almost totally hidden. It is like a spook working behind the scenes. It is inaccessible, working incognito, unavailable for comment. Mind B is working away non-stop, doing things automatically, according to what it has been told to do. The trouble is what it has been told to do often actually conflicts with the desire and purpose of the one who told it!

Mind A likes to think it’s in absolute control and although this is a truth, it is not the whole truth. No. It is a truth with a giant sting in its tail.  Because here’s what happens in fact: 
I decide to drive to London. It’s a nice drive mostly. There are a few frustrations and I get a bit heated at somebody towing a caravan and swerving around in front of me so that it takes me ages to overtake. But you know what? Apart from that, I can’t remember hardly anything else about the trip! I was actually listening to the radio and thinking about an issue I have with somebody. I was totally engrossed in that for nearly all the trip. Hang on – Which ‘I’ was totally engrossed… Which ‘I’ am I talking about? Well of course it was mind A that was listening to the radio and pondering on that issue I have with somebody. 
So then, who was it making the hundreds and thousands of decisions involved in driving a moving metal object down roads inhabited by lots of other moving metal objects at speeds up to 70 mph? (all right I admit it, speeds up to 85mph?). Which ‘I’ was doing that? 

The fact mind B drove all that way without hardly involving mind A in any decisions at all. Mind B did thye driving while mind A was doing something else! Apart from the time I was stuck behind that caravan…  Mind B, the mind I am not directly in touch with, drove me totally automatically, without the mind I am in touch with - mind A - being involved or even knowing about it. Except for when mind B came up against a problem that needed some help with (the caravan thing) it didn’t bother to talk to mind A about it while looking in the mirror and flicking indicator switches and moving the clutch pedal and gear shift and constantly adjusting the steering wheel

Crticality: Absolute Zero:

Now consider this: I am driving to London to murder somebody. That is mind A has decided to commit this dreadful crime and is now going to involve mind B as an accessory after the fact by getting it to drive. Does mind B say’ ‘I’m sorry I can’t drive you because I don’t agree with what you are planning to do?’
No. Mind B never ever makes any objections, or places any restrictions on mind A at all. Mind B is, to put it clinically: Uncritical. 
Whereas mind A will have an opinion, be prejudiced and biased and will filter all output against a pre-set catalogue of conditions, mind B is at a state of absolute zero when it comes to criticality. Mind B does whatever it has been programmed to do and has no ability to not 
So in this respect it is not a mind, and yet it is: 
Because mind B is what controls what I think of myself.. 
The stuff it has heard spoken ovefr m e

As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he’.  Proverbs 23:7
The Matrix man
In the film ‘The Matrix’ Trinity, the leading lady, calls up the ‘operator’ and asks for a program to fly a Huey helicopter. She actually asks: ‘Have you got a program for the …’ and mentions the make and model (how does she know that – maybe she’s a secret plane spotter!). Anyway the point is this, the operator does have a program for that make and model of helicopter and Trinity gets it downloaded to her subconscious brain in a matter of seconds. Then the part of her mind which is simulating reality promptly buckles Trinity into the pilot’s seat and she begins to fly the helicopter. A complicated Huey helicopter. Hey Presto! If only life was so easy. 
The really interesting thing about this is that it does have a correlation with real life: Programs ARE downloaded to our subconscious and we do interact with the world on the basis of received signals that we are unaware of in the conscious mind. The difference is that, as far as we know, the two minds have to cooperate in order to acquire very complex behaviour. The correlation is that subsequently, once the complex program has been learned, that behaviour can be managed unconsciously. 

The other you 
So for example, it may have taken you weeks to learn how to drive a car but now you have the program stored away in your subconscious, you can drive all day without ever actually thinking about pressing down on the clutch pedal or managing the gear shift. You have taught your subconscious mind how to do it and now you (your conscious mind) can carry on a conversation with somebody and be totally unaware of the fact that the other you is making thousands of decisions in order to drive a moving metal object down a gulley way inhabited by lots of other moving metal objects. 

What we have to realise is that life is a lot like that. We get things downloaded to us. Those patterns of behaviour go straight into the subconscious and become available as a resource for it to call on. All of this is automatic – the programming and the calling up of the program. You cannot by will power alone, stop yourself from doing what your inherited and learned programs tell you to do. 
The only place you have control over this process is at the point of entry. Yes that’s right. The only way you could alter the effect of inherited and learned programs would be to examine the metaphorical passport of every thought coming. You would need to check to see if it supprts the goals of your conscious mind.

But there is a better way. Put some thoughts in your self. Deliberately. Whatever you put in will come out. As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. If you harbour defeat or bitterness, that will come out. It you secertly admiore and exalt somebody, that will come out. 
  
we begin to act upon them respond to the environment Not technical things

The subconscuoius is always in the now, Whereas the conscious mind can be reminiscing about about past experiences or day-dreaming about future ones, the sub-conscious mind is always on duty in the here and now. 

The subconscious mind processes some 20 million environmental stimuli per second as opposed to 40 environmental stimuli interpreted by the conscoious mind in the same second. So if a ball comes near the eye, the slower conscious mind does not have time to be aware of the oncoming threat and to do something about it. It is the subconscious mind that causes the eye to blink. The conscious mind is woefully slow and inadequate to deal with a world of fast moving threats and we would soon expire if that was all we had. 

  
Instincts or learned behaviours are stored in the subconscious. It nay have taken you weeks to learn how to dxrive a car but now you have the bporgram stored away, you can drive to London without ever actually thinking about pressing down on the clutch pedal or 
Transition of power
An orderly transition of power. That’s what the communists have never been able to do in any country they preside over. I am not surprised. I was finding it real hard to do it with a little church, let alone a country! A pastor is an absolute monarch, reigning under the auspices of the almighty. Handing over to someone else is not straight forward. You don’t just put an ad in the paper and hold interviews! 

The fact is I didn’t become a pastor without God’s help and I cannot now not be a pastor without the same help. We spoke about it for a long time. Six months previous we announced to the deacons that we wanted to leave at the end of the year. But we had no idea how the church would carry on. There was no way I would risk it collapsing after the work that had been put in to it. Equally I couldn’t see how it could survive without someone able to lead the services and organise worship and run the website and do the accounts and everything else. 

Then in late November 2009, about one month before the deadline, I felt led to remind the deacons that whatever happened, we would not be there come January 2010. The very next day a solution began to crystallise in the form of Stephen Merrick and his wife Velma. One of our deacons at the meeting was Eula and she made contact with Steve about preaching at the church. With our impending departure fresh in her mind, she discovered that Steve was looking to relocate his small church community from Bromsgrove. One thing quickly led to another and we all realised the Lord was moving to make our departure a reality along with the orderly transition of power.
So it came to pass that on December 27, we led the last service at Church in the Hill. We had been there for ten and a half years. For seven years we were unpaid and then for three and a half years we received a small bursary of £220 per month. 

Prayer given in Kansas at the opening session of their Senate. When Minister Joe Wright was asked to open the new session of the Kansas Senate January 23, 1996.

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and to

seek your direction and guidance.


We know Your Word says, 'Woe to those who call evil good,' but that is

exactly what we have done.

We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values.

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.

We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.

We have killed our unborn and called it choice.

We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.

We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self

esteem..

We have abused power and called it politics.

We have coveted our neighbor's possessions and called it ambition.

We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it

freedom of expression.

We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it

enlightenment.
Mandy’s healing 



It was early in 2009 that Mandy noticed how she seemed to be developing a large stomach and putting on weight so she began a regime of dieting and exercise. By the autumn of that year she had trimmed down some of her weight but she still had an enormous stomach bulge. So she joined a gym and over the next few months began exercising regularly but still she just kept on getting more and more rotund. People began asking her ‘are you pregnant!?’ Eventually she had such a swollen stomach it looked like she was ready to give birth. Realising that dieting and exercise weren’t accomplishing anything she finally went to the doctor in July 2010 and he initially diagnosed it as IBS - irritable bowel syndrome. Anyway she went back to the doctor and in mid August he sent her for an ultrasound scan at the new Queen Elizabeth Hospital. This revealed an enormous cyst emanating from the liver. 
One month later this was followed up with a CT scan1 and a few days later, on meeting with the liver specialist2, he told us it was the biggest cyst he had ever seen. He showed us the images from the scan, pointed out the outline of the enormous elliptical balloon on his computer screen. ‘It’s probably been growing from birth and now it’s a large bag of proteinous fluid weighing about 6 Kg.’ (one stone) The good news was that it was totally benign, not life threatening. 
He discussed the options with us. It could be left in which case it would grow larger, or it could be drained it in which case it would slowly fill again, or it could be removed by keyhole surgery with the possibility that it would return or a major operation. Mandy and I decided that it was best to have it removed. The keyhole operation was duly scheduled for November 3rd. 

As soon as we knew it was a cyst we began specifically praying against it and commanding it to shrivel up from the root. Then at one of our weekly prayer meetings, our friend Natalie announced: ‘Mandy, I have a word for your stomach!’: "What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground
’That became Mandy’s word and she began using it to speak to her mountain4, She began addressing her distended stomach as the ‘mighty mountain’ and commanding it to become ‘level ground’. 
For two weeks she did this and then suddenly she came down with severe discomfort in her abdomen, so much that she was unable to walk very far. After a couple of days this eased. We said to each other: ‘Maybe the healing has begun?’ We were right! – 
Just a few days later, people began to remark that Mandy’s bulge seemed to have reduced in size and also to have dropped a little lower. In mid October we went on holiday to Spain for 12 days and day by day, Mandy’s stomach slowly reduced in size. On returning to England (October 26) it was almost back to normal. The waist measurement that had been at 37 inches was reduced down to 29 inches! It was obvious she didn’t need to have surgery and so she called the specialist and told him what had happened. He was surprised to say the least. The operation was cancelled and a follow up ultrasound scan on 11 November showed that the cyst had shrivelled to a mere 12 cm in length. 


Praise God! 

Dave Scott-Morgan  
14 November 2010
	12 Aug 10
	UltraSound Scan QE

	14 Sep 10
	CT Scan, QE

	11 Nov 10
	UltraSound Scan QE













1     14 September 2010 at the QE Hospital
2     Simon Bramhall
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